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WHAT IS A CONCERT OF PRAYER FOR SABBATH-SCHOOLS? 


Mr. Editor, 

Sin—As a decided friend of Sab- 
bath-schools, I rejoice in every effort 
to increase and improve them. And, 
conscious of human imbecility, I re- 
joice at every assurance which is fur- 
nished me, that the friends of the in- 
stitution feel their dependence, and 
seek help from God. Prayer without 
effort, where effort is required, is 
mere breath, not desire. Effort with- 
out prayer is presumption. 

As you may suppose, I was glad to 
hear one teacher say to another— Let 
us go up to yonder consecrated spot, 
and pray in concert for God’s blessing 
on Sabbath-schools,—and while I 
heard, all within me said, **I will go 
also.”” And often have I been; and am 
not yet weary of the service; and 
while it is a ‘concert of prayer,”’ I 
hope never to be weary. The princi- 
ples which incline to prayer are social 
—our work is social—why not re- 
joice then to gratify the social feelings 
of our nature, and meet for prayer? 

But some accounts which have been 
made public of the modes of conduct- 
ing these meetings, have prompted 
the inquiry—“ What is a concert for 
prayer’” The object must be under- 
stood, or it will not be attained. An 
answer which gives us the object, will 
do extensive service to the cause of 
Sabbath-schools. I find that some re- 
gard it as ‘‘a teachers’ meeting,” 
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where the best method of teaching 
comes under consideration. In other 
places questions are discussed which 
have a bearing on the interests of the 
schools, with which they are personally 
connected. Others make it ‘‘a chil- 
drens’ meeting,” and the time is spent 
in personal conversation with children. 
These three, and probably as many 
more objects, akin to them, are of 
deep interest and vastly important for 
success in our work. But what have 
they to do with our ‘concerts of 
prayer 2” ‘These services are impor- 
tant; I wish we had more of them;— 
but every thing important is not 
prayer. ‘There may be two prayers 
offered at these meetings. But this 
does not constitute it a prayer meeting. 
Two prayers are offered in many of 
our schools, yet who thinks it proper 
to call our Sabbath-schools prayer 
meetings’ 

** A place for every thing, and every 
thing in its place,” is as gooda rule for 
religious services as any other. Leta 
prayer meeting be characterized by 
prayer. Let a “concert” for prayer 
fasten the attention of all who attend 
it, on the objects for which it was es- 
tablished, and let the prayers embrace 
all these objects, and no others. Allow 
me to illustrate my meaning, for I 
consider my views intimately connect- 
ed with the interest and profit of the 
meeting. Itis the excellent custom of 
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many churches, to have one or more 
weekly meetings for prayer. In some 
cases, though I ould hope but few, 
much of the time is spent in religious 
conversation, reading religious publi- 
cations, and singing. Others more 
judiciously spend most of the time in 
prayer. The other services just men- 
tioned are vastly important to the 
growth and prosperity of a people. 
But give them their place. Let a 
meeting be appointed where they 
shall engross the time, except a prayer 
begin and close the service. I can 
find no propriety in calling that a 
rayer mecting, of which prayer forms 
ut a very small part of the exercises. 
But every prayer meeting is not a 
**concert,” Church prayer mectings 
have reference to the enlargement of 
their own church, or are established to 
pray for the redemption of the world. 
A concert for prayer is an agreement 
between the friends of a particular ob- 
ject to meet at a given time, and pray 
for the particular object, for which 
they have a common attachment, and 
are making common efforts. ‘To be a 
**concert,” all must be employed 
alike. The object of the concert 
which is observed on the first Monday 
of the month, is to pray specially and 
exclusively that the benevolent insti- 
tutions of the age may be made the 
channels of light and life to all flesh. 
The sole object of the concert on 
the second Monday of the month, is to 
pray for Sabbath-schools;—that their 
number may be increased, their sys- 
tem of instruction matured ; that su- 
perintendents and teachers of the 
right stamp, may be furnished in suf- 
ficient numbers to meet the growing 
wants of the institution; that parents 
and ministers of the gospel may 
take a deep interest, and put forth 
a vigorous agency in carrying into 
complete accomplishment the noble 
and Christian designs of every well 
conducted Sabbath-school; and chief- 
ly, that the library books and the in- 
structions of the schools may be blessed 
of God to enlighten the understanding, 
convert the soul, and govern the life 
of every individual connected with 
them, and be done speedily, lest we 
perish! The children of the different 
schools should attend by all means, 
and the services be conducted in a 








| way to interest and profit them. 
Singing, or a few remarks relative to 
the cause at large, or anecdotes illys. 
trative of early piety or the need of it, 
suited to the capacities of children, 
may serve an excellent purpose be- 
tween prayers. Let there be at every 
“‘concert” at least four prayers, and 
these be confined to Sabbath-schools. 
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ST. MARY’S, GEORGIA. 


In making our report to the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union, we beg 
leave to take a retrospect of the two 
last years, and we do so because our 
last annual report, by some misunder. 
standing, was not forwarded, and only 
a very brief sketch of our state was 
transmitted by the secretary, in the 
circular which is annually received by 
the auxiliary societies. This report 
will therefore have respect to the pe- 
riod from April 1826 to the present 
time. At the commencement of this 
period, there prevailed, we much fear, 
a spirit of self-righteousness among us, 
which made us feel as though we were 
increased in goods and had need of 
nothing. Our school was numerous 
and well regulated—our teachers at- 
tentive and popular. We had much 
self-complacency in discovering, by 
the confessions of visiters and by our 
own observations, that few schools 
were better governed, and few chil- 
dren performed better, than ours; and 
we satisfied them and ourselves with 
the crumbs of human applause, when 
we ought more diligently to have 
sought for both, the bread of life. Yet 
there were some who painfully felt 
| and tremblingly acknowledged, that 
| their hearts’ desire and prayer for 
these objects of our solicitude was not 
accomplished. 

Improvement.—Several plans were 
proposed for the purpose of introdu- 
cing more spirituality into their i- 
structions, and we trust these were 
accompanied by earnest prayer. i 
this were indeed so, God was pleased 
for some time to withhold a gracious 
answer. During the winter and spring 
of 1827, there was a peculiar attention 
in our church to the importance © 
eternal things. Many were awakened 
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from the sleep of spiritual death. Our 
teachers and children were permitted 
to share in the divine blessing, and the 
time will long be remembered by us, 
when leaving the sanctuary for the 
school room, teachers and scholars 
mingled together their tears cf holy 
sorrow, and when both were too 
deeply agitated to enter upon the or- 
dinary duties of the school. According 
to our last year’s account, 6 teachers 
and 4 scholars joined the Presbyterian 
church, and we do humbly believe, 
and vet with diffidence avow the belief, 
that the spirit of prayer has been shed 
abroad in this society, and that its in- 
fluence is communicated to the school. 


We do believe that there are few, if 


any of us, who forget to bear these 
children on our hearts to the throne 
of grace, and that, deeply sensible of 
the responsible situation we hold in 
regard to them, we seek for strength 
and knowledge to lead them to the 
Redeemer. 

The society consists of 30 members, 
of whom 20 are constantly employed 
as teachers, and of these, two persons 
united themselves to the Lord’s peo- 
ple during the last year, and one girl 
from the school entered into covenant 
with the church. 

Increase of the school_—Several very 
young ladies this year proposed them- 
selves as members of the society, upon 


condition that they should form classes 


for themselves, by seeking children 
not yet attached to the school from 
among the most ignorant and wretched 
class of the people. This modest and 
worthy claim for acceptance could not 
but meet the cordial approbation of 
the society. By this means 15 children 
were added to the school and brought 
under the sound of the gospel, who 
had never before heard the tidings of 
peace. The school consists of between 
80 and 90 children, and is formed into 


| 


| 
! 
i 


five divisions, according to the profi- | 


ciency of the children. We have 
several children about five years old 
who commit Scripture, and an interest- 
ing and large division, who are able to 
commit only Brown’s Catechism. The 
school is visited every Sabbath by the 
pastor of the church, and opened by 
him, or some other person at his re- 
quest, with prayer; and we mark this 
aS a circumstance tending greatly to 





SS 


animate both the teachers and children. 
Each teacher makes a report of the 
performance of each individual of his 
class to the superintendent, who draws 
up a report of those who have recited 
perfectly, which is publicly read by 
the pastor of the church in the after- 
noon. 

Tickets.—We are aware that in 
many schools the use of reward tickets 
has been discontinued. We have not 
yet been made sensible of any incon- 
veniences resulting from them which 
would induce us to adopt this measure. 
Our children use their tickets to pur- 
chase Bibles and catechisms, and to 
procure books from the library, every 
one of which is valued at a certain 
number of tickets, by paying of which 
the child is entitled to retain the vo- 
lume for two weeks, — By this regula. 
tion our children are able to obtain the 
privileges of the school by their in- 
dustry, and the rewards being govern- 
ed by a certain and unvarying rule, 
there is no room for discontent. 

Circulation of the Scriptures.—The 
society have always secured a supply 
of Bibles and Testaments for the chil- 
dren to purchase, and they reflect 
with pleasure that by this means the 
Scriptures have been so entirely dif- 
fused among the people of this town, 


|| that on a recent investigation by the 


Female Bible Society of St. Mary’s, 
few individuals, and not one Protes- 
tant family, were destitute. Indeed, 
most of the Roman Catholic families 
here, have also consented to receive 
the word of God. 

Library.—Our library consists of 
217 volumes, and in it we feel that 
we possess a powerful engine of com- 
municating purifying and saving know- 
ledge, not only to our children, but to 
the families to which they severall 
belong. ‘The librarian recollects wit 
pleasure many instances in which little 
children have procured books suitable 
to a mother or some other friend, and 
in particular she recently noticed this 
circumstance in regard to a boy, who 


| brought a book to her with the re- 


quest of permission to renew it, as he 
was reading it to his grandfather, who 
is publicly known as a decided enemy 
to religion, and a reviler. Who can 
appreciate the value of such a channel 
of introducing truth into a mind, obsti- 
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nately shut against more obvious nd 
direct efforts for its illumination? We 
do hope that the 20 or 30 little volumes 
which are weckly distributed from this 
library, are the silent and unacknow- 
ledged, but blessed messengers of 
peace to some souls. We are sure 


| 
' 


that they tend to diffuse theological | 


knowledge, to elevate the pursuits, 
and to purify the taste of the immortal 
beings over whom we are, in some 
measure, guardians. Many a child is, 
by the fascination of these little vo- 
lumes, detained from scenes of folly 
and profaneness, and made to love the 
pleasures of home; and to the studious 
they afford a resource from exception- 
able reading. 

Concert of Prayer.—The concert of 
prayer, on the second Monday of the 
month, is regularly observed, and we 
rejoice to unite our petitions with 
the sp ritual Israel, who on that evening 
send up to Jehovah the incense of 
prayer and thanksgiving, and humbly 
hope to share in those blessings which 
the prevalent prayer of even one faith- 
ful soul will ensure to Sabbath-schools. 
On this evening a collection is made 
for the purpose of clothing our poor 
children. 

Teachers’ Meetings.—The society 
meets cnce in two weeks for the trans- 
action of business; to render these 
meetings peculiarly interesting and 
beneficial to the members, after the 
business is disposed of, the society pass 
the remainder of the evening in dis- 
cussing some question selected on the 
previous evening of meeting;—these 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| suggested, that youth are in danger of 


| and firmly resolved to show unceasing 


| his word is a counsellor suited to every 
| emergency. Now my young friends | 
| would call your attention — 


| cradled infant, the sporting child, or 
_the pleasure loving youth done to 


questions usually relate to some point 


of Christian doctrine or practice. 
Conclusion.—In closing this report 

our feelings are mingled with thank- 

fulness and humiliation. We _ bless 


God that he has enabled us to do any | 


thing for his glory: we reproach our- | 


selves that we have done so little; we 


feel that we are deficient in many of | 
the essential qualifications of Sabbath- | 
school teachers, and that we every clay | 
fall short of doing our whole duty to | 


these children. But while truth com- 


pels us thus to condemn ourselves, | 


hope points us to Jesus as to him in 
whom is our sufficiency, and to his 
faithful hand we cheerfully commit 


our school and ourselves, believing | 


that he will in his own time give our 





| ference to both sexes, and all classes, 


teense 
Le , 


labour the seal of his approbation, in 
the conversion of many souls among 
us. 









































TO THE YOUTH OF A SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his 
way’—by taking heed thereto according to 
thy word.—Psalm cxix. 9. 


**Young man” in this text has re. 
who are in the morning of life. It is 


pollution, and it is inquired how they 
may proceed safely. , 

I propose to notice a few of the 
evils to which they are exposed, and 
to speak of a safeguard or remedy for 
all. The devices of the adversary are 
without number, and his labours with- 
out cessation. But God has opened a 
fountain for removing moral evil, and 


1. To the inquiry, are you not in 
danger of cherishing ingratitude? 

You may think the kindness of your 
natural disposition, and the excellent 
instruction you have received, will be 
a sure preventive of every such evil. 
But have you never forgotten a favour, 
nor overlooked an opportunity of doing 
good? Have you in all instances duly 
appreciated the kindness of friends, 


benevolence to others? What has the 


compensate his parents for the toils 
his weakness or waywardness have 
occasioned? Sooner may the trees ol 
the forest boast of the favours they 
confer on the earth, than the youth ot 
good understanding flatter himself, 
with having repaid the unnumbered 
favours he has received from his su- 
periors. Are you not under lasting 
obligations to those teachers, who 
while doing you service have received 
from no man any reward for their 
faithfulness? To live unmindful of 
these obligations isto indulge that evil 
disposition which is called ingratitude. 
Thus many bury kindness in stupid 
forgetfulness. It is well to inquire 
what we render to God, when we 
thus requite our benefactors. He 
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looks upon every such instance of in- 

titude as an indignity cast upon 
him, and he will require it at our 
hands. He asks—Do ye thus requite 
the Lord? O foolish people and un- 
wise. Is he not thy father, who hath 
bought thee’? hath he not made thee 
and established thee’ Believe me, 
my young friends, you are in great 
danger of erring in this matter. 

To avoid the evil, the word of God 
must be made your unceasing coun- 
sellor. That will teach you to honour 
your parents, obey them who rule 
over you, and submit yourselves to 
your teachers, esteeming them highly 
in love for their works’ sake. 

2. Are you not in danger of forget- 
ting and violating the holy Sabbath ? 

No doubt all of you have learned 
the fourth command, which says, ** Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.” But you have witnessed ex- 
amples of those who disregard the day. 
Have you not seen some gathering 
nuts on the Lord’s day? and because 
God has not struck them dead as he 
did some others, you are in danger of 
being led to practise the same wicked- 
ness. Youhave seen many wandering 
about idly on the Sabbath. Some of 
you saw one, who in defiance of the 
command of God, joined with others 
to sport in the water, and God took | 
away his life in a moment. He went 
out taking the name of God in vain, 
and he was immediately called away 
to give an account for all his sins. 
Instead of going to the house of God 
to hear his word, he went with the 
idle and vicious to seek amusement, 
and God would not suffer him to live 
any longer. Has the knowledge of 
God’s judgments made you afraid to 
violate his holy day’? Did the com- 
panions of that youth who was so sud- | 
denly called away to judgment, and | 
those who saw his lifeless body taken 
out of the water, learn to avoid every 
evil, fear the Lord, and keep his Sab- 





| 
| 


bath in attending to his word? The i 


dear youth of this assembly can find no | 
safety in following the example of the | 
multitude. Many at your age do vio- | 
lence to reason, conscience, the provi- | 
dence and word of God, and seek 
their own pleasure on the Lord’s day. 
Without the word of God in your me- | 
mory, his fear in your hearts, you | 





—=> 





| will not escape from those temptations 
_ and snares which surround you. 


Do you wish to avoid provoking the 
Lord to anger, to avoid piercing your 
own souls with many sorrows? Would 
you avoid the gates of everlasting 


| death, and find rest at the right hand 


| of Christ?’ 


Make the word of God 
your counsellor, and learn from that to 
reverence the holy Sabbath. The 


| Sabbath was made for man, and it is 





| 
} 
i 
ti 
| 
| 
| 
j 
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| than pride. 


calculated to afford every youth an 
opportunity to hear of heaven and learn 
the way; an opportunity to become 
acquainted with God, and reconciled 
to him. If duly regarded, no day of 
the seven is so pleasant or so profit- 
able; but, when forgotten and vio- 
lated, it registers more crimes -for 


judgment, and prepares the way for 


keener anguish than any other. Mis- 
improved Sabbaths have rushed upon 
the memory of the dying, with most 
distressing reflections. ‘To recal one 
of those Sabbaths, they would have 
freely given thousands of gold and 
silver. 

The dear youth connected with 
Sabbath-schools and Bible classes, are 
in danger of wasting their privileges 
and experiencing similar anxiety. 
Would you secure a better portion? 
make the word of God your daily 
study and obey all its precepts. [ 
would ask— 

3. Are you in no danger from the 
indulgence of pride ? 

Amidst all the devices of selfishness, 
few are more polluting or pernicious 
This prompted our first 


| parents to hide from their Supreme 


Benefactor, Saul to persecute the 


_ church, and many others to deny the 


_ the glory of saving themselves. 


| 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 


Lord who bought them, and to seek 


But 
all these brought on themselves evils 


| without number, and suffering which 


defies description. Are you in no 
danger from this vile poison? Can 
you stand where so many have fallen? 
Have you no self-exalting passion, 
which deceives you by giving you 
flattering views of your character, 
condition, and prospects? Do not 
some of you think yourselves more 
pleasing to God than most others are? 
Where this pride takes root, it puts 
forth branches, and bears much fruit, 
but its fruits are destructive to all who 
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gather them. 
destruction, and a haughty spirit be- 
fore a fall.” ‘*For God resisteth the 

roud, but giveth grace to the hum- 

le.” “An high look and a proud 
heart, the Lord hateth.” “He who 
exalteth himself shall be brought low.” 
Is there no cloud filled with danger 
impending over you? Hearken to the 
word of God, and humble yourselves 
at his footstool, and he will exalt you 
in due time. 

But if pride assumes the control of 
your hearts, it will bring you into 
many snares and temptations, if it 
does not drown you in destruction and 
perdition. Does not the occasion which 
brings you together for a review of the 
past, place you in circumstances which 
foster pride in some of your hearts? 
Though you may not manifest this to 
men, that eye which sees the inmost 
recesses of the heart, may see there 
the lurking of that pride, which if not 
rooted out, will destroy your souls. 
Some of you perhaps never thought 
of danger connected with those feel- 
ings which promise so much pleasure. 
You may not remember Haman, who 
thought himself the person, whom 
most of all, the king would delight to 
honour; and therefore laid a plan 
which he thought would yield him an 
ecstacy of pleasure But his heart 
sank within him, when he was con- 
strained to bestow the desired honour 
on his greatest enemy. Such a painful 
disappointment and vexation must 
come upon all the sons and daughters 
of pride. Let every youth think of 
these things, and looking into the 
word of God, learn humility, and thus 

repare for the enjoyment of ever- 
dng peace and felicity. I would 
inquire again— 

4. Are you not in danger of erring 
through want of regard to truth ? 

It may seem strange to you that I 
should think any of you so wicked as 
to fail of speaking the truth. Will 
you think hard that a suspicion should 
arise respecting an evil of such magni- 
tude? Do not the Scriptures say, 
“The hearts of the sons of men are 
full of evil?’ ‘That is said of your 
hearts, and must be true, for he who 
wrote it could not err in his declara- 
tion. Do not little children often 
forget that God sees them, and will 


**Pride goeth before | 

















bring them into judgment? Have not 
some of you cast off the fear of God, 
and in pursuit of your own chosen 
way, spoken those things which you 
ought not, and those which will not 
be found true at the last day’ It may 
be, some of you frequently forget 
that God observes all your conver. 
sation, and at the same time keeps a 
particular account of every thing 
amiss. Do you not sometimes attempt 
to deceive others, and in doing this, 
utter those things which are not true’ 


| Such things lead to more decided acts 


of wickedness, and will not leave you 
to rest in pursuit of those things which 
are honest and praiseworthy. He who 
acts the deceiver in the sports of chil- 
dren, becomes prepared to defile him- 
self with more gross wickedness, when 
interest promises a reward. Have not 
some of you felt the influence of the 
Spirit, reminding you of your trans- 
gressions, and your disobedience to 
God? The thought of death and judg- 
ment filled you with fear, and you 
promised to read the Bible and live 
in the fear of God? Do you find 
these promises strictly true’? Some of 
you recollect your distressing fears, 
and your serious resolutions. Have 
you been as sincerely devoted to the 
service of God as you promised to be’ 
Do we to-day find you resolved to re- 
sist every temptation, and live with 
your eyes fixed on heaven. If you 
want motives to maintain the truth in 
all your intercourse with men, and in 
relation to your Creator, look into the 
word of God, and see the conse- 
quences of falsehood. Eternal misery 
is revealed as the reward of this sin. 
Ananias and Sapphira were immedi- 
ately cut off for lying; and it is written 
that none of the guilty have an inher 
tance in heaven. I would inquire 


| again— 


5. Are you not in danger of erring 


| through strong drink ? 


It is possible both you and your 


_ parents may wonder that your atten- 


tion should be called to a difficulty of 
this kind. Each one of you may feel 
perfectly clear of all blame, and of all 


' danger in relation to such a degrading 


and destructive vice. Some of you 


| may be ready to ask—Can the preacher 


seriously think we need warning to 
avoid habits of intoxication or intem- 











1828. 








To the Youth of a Sabbath-school. 





263 














rance? Will he think delicate /fe- 
males, and those favoured with oppor- 
tunities for receiving the most valuable 
instruction, need a particular admo- 
nition on such a subject’ Let me 
freely assure you, not one of your 
number is out of the reach of danger. 
The delicate and lovely, the strong 
and useful, the aged and young, have 
all been snared and taken by this fell 
destroyer. Though death may have 
cut off a greater number, ardent spirit 
sways a sceptre and a sword which 
extends over a field equally spacious, 
and whose attack is scarcely less fatal. 
Many, who were once held in the 
highest estimation, have rendered 
themselves more filthy than the swine, 
and more pernicious than beasts of 

rey. 

In this highly favoured New Eng- 
land, lived a young man respected by 
all who knew him. Possessing a large 
estate and interesting connexions, he 
was early married, and the world 
smiled around his dwelling. But he 
imbibed an attachment to ardent 
spirit, and left all for that. He soon 
destroyed the powers of life, and at 
the age of twenty-six was laid in the 
grave. Two promising children and 
his loving wife survived him. His 
widow was married to another, and 
placed in circumstances the most in- 
viting. But she had become a lover 
of strong drink. ‘Through the kind- 
ness of friends, she was preserved 
several years. 

Her little son was caressed and ad- 
mired by all. He made considerable 
attainments in learning, and at an early 
age became a member of college; but 
ardent spirit prevented the increase of 
knowledge. His immense property 





could not secure his continuance in any | 


respectable seminary. But though sent 
away, he still retained an influence over 
many youth, and led them the way to 
ruin. When he saw his own health and 
life wasting away, he trembled with 
fear and resolved to abandon the intox- 
icating draught. It was soon evident 
he had given the reins to a master he 
could not long resist. In accordance 
with education and habit, he turned 
again and drank ardent spirit till his 
soul was driven from the body. In less 
than two weeks he was taken from per- 
fect health to the grave. I met him 





7 


| have it. 





frequently when he would say, “I drink 
no more ardent spirit.” I saw him 
also but a few hours before his death 
when he said, “I want spirit and I will 
* If human nature can ever 


exhibit any thing loathsome, it was 


there. 

The surviving mother looked on his 
ghastlycorpse with the keenest anguish. 
She knew, and lamented the cause of 
his untimely departure. In conversa- 
tion with her minister she expressed a 
serious resolution to lay a restraint up- 
on her thirst, and drink no more intox- 
icating liquors. For a few days she 
kept this resolution, and then, with all 
the eagerness of a half starved maniac, 
returned to the intoxicating draught. 
Her husband and friends, wearied out 
by her importunity, let her have all she 
desired, and in less than three months 
after the grave closed upon her son, 
she was laid by his side. ‘That woman 
was delicate and lovely in youth and 
riper years. Often have I witnessed 
her interesting appearance in the house 
of God, and the kindness of her de- 
meanor by her own fireside. If ar- 
dent spirit transforms such persons in- 
to brutes and demons, have you no oc- 
casion to fear’? What is now in pos- 
session of a single youth in connexion 
with the Sabbath-school, which was 
not once enjoyed by that woman, her 
first husband and her son? They had 
wealth and friends, good sense and 


_ education. They knew the delights of 


life, and were warned of the dangers 
with which they were surrounded. 
They had not the restraints or conso- 
lations of true religion, and perhaps 


_ they were not in childhood intreated 


never totaste or touch ardent spirit. 
Had their parents never tasted the de- 
stroying liquor, never set it on their ta- 


|| bles, never given it to their children nor 





to others in their presence, they had 
lived now to bless the world by their 
labours, and profit the youth by their 
example and instructions. Were I cer- 
tain that each one of you had delibe- 
rately resolved never to taste of ardent 
spirit, and that you would never see 


| others use it, | should consider it un- 


necessary to give you any warning on 
this subject. But you will frequently 
fall in the way of temptation, and there 


_is much reason to fear some of you 
| will be snared and destroyed by this 
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enemy. Be entreated to look into the || you will fall to the lowest pit. iiien 


Bible, and learn that no drunkard can 
enter heaven. Acting on this know- 
ledge and drinking no ardent spirit, you 
do well. Should you escape all these 
evils, another may prove fatal. You 
have done well in joining yourselves to 
the Sabbath-school, and in giving so 
diligent attention to its appropriate in- 
structions. But while we rejoice in 
regular deportment and success in 
study, we feel the necessity of inquir- 
ing— 

6. Are you in no danger of living 
and dying without an interest in the 
only Saviour? 

We deem it necessary to call your 
attention tothe great duties of this life, 
and to animate you in the pursuit of 
useful knowledge. While we caution 
you respecting dangers, those which 
bear on eternity are most important. 
While you are busy here and there, 
your souls are in great danger of ever- 
lasting ruin. The lessons you have 
learned, show you that you are immor- 
tal, that eternal happiness or’ eternal 
misery must be your portion. Jesus 
Christ is set before you as the way of 
life. If you repent and submit to Him, 
pardon and peace are yours—He is 
ready to bestow all that you need. 
But, my young friends, if you refuse to 
submit to him, all is lost. Delay em- 
bracing his offers, and you are ruined 
forever. All your knowledge and regu- 
larity are insufficient to save you. All 
the care, love, and prayers of parents 
and teachers cannot keep you from 
everlasting burnings. ‘‘No one can by 
any means redeem his brother.”” We 
have reason to be deeply anxious for 
you, for almost all of you are evidently 
still out of the ark of safety, without 
an interest in the Lamb of God. 

Amidst so many, who are going to 
judgment and the eternal world, ‘‘few 
con made the word of God a lamp to 
their feet and a light to their path.” 
You are in danger of wandering in the 
paths of the destroyer. Amidst all 
your attainments, you are in danger of 
the everlasting displeasure of God. O 
that the goodness of God might affect 
your hearts and lead you to repentance. 
You have enjoyed great privileges, 
these have raised youalmost to heaven; 
but if you do not embrace the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your guide and portion, 








now to the voice of God; let wisdom 
direct your way, embrace the offered 
Saviour, submit to his will and live 
for ever.— NV. H. Observer. 


READING THE SCRIPTURES, 


The following passages show us 
that it is the duty of all men to read 
the Scriptures, and to be well acquaint. 
ed with their important contents. 

The king of Israel, when he came 
to the throne, was required to write 
out a copy of the law, and to peruse it 
continually. 

Deut.xvii. 18, 19.—** And it shall be, 
when he sitteth upon the throne of his 
kingdom, that he shall write him a 
copy of this law in a book, out of that 
which is before the priests, the Le- 
vites. And it shall be with him, and 
he shall read therein all the days of 
his life; that he may learn to fear the 
Lord his God, to keep all the words 
of this law, and these statutes, to do 
them.” 

The Israelites were enjoined to 
study with diligence the command- 
ments of the Lord, and to look to them 
for direction in all their actions. 

Deut. vi. 6, 8, 9.—** And these 
words, which | command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart—and thou 
shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes. And thou shalt 
write them upon the posts of thy house, 
and on thy gates.” 

Joshua, the captain of the host of 
Israel, was commanded to read the 
book of the law, and to meditate upon 
it by night and by day. 

Joshua i. 8.—*‘* This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; 
but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein: 
for then thou shalt make thy way pros- 
perous, and then thou shalt have good 
success.” 

Christians are enjoined to search the 
Scriptures. 

John v. 39.—*‘ Search the Scrip- 
tures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me.” 
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Colos. iti. 16.—“ Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one ano- 
ther in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord.” 


And a blessing is promised to those _ 
who read, and who follow the direc- | 
tions of some even of the most difficult | 


books of the sacred volume. 

Rev. i. 3.—*‘Blessed is he who read- 
eth, and they that hear the words of 
this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein; for the time 
is at hand.” 

Good men, accordingly, in all ages, 
are represented as delighting in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

As Job—Job xxiii. 12.—“I have 
esteemed the words of his mouth more 
than my necessary food.” 

And David, who prized the little 
portion of them, which was then re- 
vealed, more than all riches. 

Psalm xix. 10.—‘** More to be de- 
sired are they than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold; sweeter also than 
honey, and the honey-comb.” 

Psalm cxix. 72.—“ The law of thy 
mouth is better unto me than thousands 
of gold and silver.” 

And the saints in general in that 
day, 

Psalm i. 2.—** His delight is in the 
law of the Lord; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night.” 


And the Christians at Berea. 

Acts xvii. 11.—‘*‘ These were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and _ search- 


ed the Scriptures daily whether those | 


things were so.” 
And Timothy—2 Tim. iii. 15.— 


“And that from a child thou hast | 


known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 


It must certainly then be the duty 
of all men, and of those especially who 
have been permitted to share of the 
grace of Christ, to search the Scrip- 
tures. 

1 Pet. ii. 2, 3.—** As new-born 
babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby; if so 
be ye have tasted that the Lord is gra- 


cious.” 


Vor. V mip 














EARLY PIETY EXEMPLIFIED IN THE HAP- 
PY DEATH OF FRANCES ANN MYERS. 


The consoling power of the Chris 
tian religion in times of affliction and 
in death, has always been considered 
one of the strong arguments in favour 
of its divine authenticity. Instances of 
this are almost daily occurring, which 
astonish the cold theorist and confound 
the infidel. 


On the 26th day of December, 1827, 
Frances Ann Myers, (the only child of 
our brother and sister, George R. and 
Lucy Ann Myers, of Richmond, Va.) 
took her joyful passage from this world 
of sin and sorrow to the bosom of her 
Father and her God. For some hours 
previous to her death she had been 
silent and composed. Her father dis- 
covering that she became a little rest- 
less, asked the cause; she replied, “I 
wish that man to leave the room,” al- 
luding to a gentleman who had called 
to see her, who, upon discovering that 
she was unwilling to unbosom herself 
in his presence, shook hands with her, 
and retired; she then turned to her af- 
flicted mother who sat upon the bed 
near her, and said, ** Mother, I want 
to bid you good-bye;” her mother, 


| with a heart overwhelmed with grief, 


and eyes streaming with tears, said, 
“Where are you going, my dear child” 
she, with a countenance serene and 
sweet, said, ‘*To heaven!” “Do you 
want to goto heaven” said her mother: 
she replied, “ Yes, I ed to see 
Jesus.” She then turned to the other 
side of the bed, where her aunt Hop- 
kins stood, and said, “ Good bye, aunt 
Clary;” her aunt said, “ Where are you 
going, my dear’” she replied, “*To 
heaven, to see my little cousins,” allud- 
ing to two of Major Hyde’s little chil- 
dren, who had died a few days before. 
She then called her father, and taking 
him by the hand, said, ‘‘farewell;” he 
kissed her, and asked if she felt any 
pain; she said “none;” then calling her 
grandfather, she bid him “farewell,” 
and said, “ Are you coming to heaven?” 
After this she called separately upon 
all who were in the room, not forget- 


ting three little coloured children, and 


took a final and affectionate leave of 
them 

Her uncle Hopkins, who stood at 
the foot of the bed. looking on with 
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mingled emotions of astonishment, 
grief, and joy, approached her, and 
said, **Do you know me”” she said, 


“‘Yes:” “Where are you going, my | 


Frances’” 
“T will try to come after you,” said her | 
uncle. She looked at him, and said, 
**Are you not happy’” he replie d, 
**Are you happy, my dear’” she, with 
a countenance strongly indicating the 
feelings of her heart, said, ‘* Yes;” 
then sent for her three little cousins 
near her own size, who, she supposed, 
were gone to the house of worship, 
and when they came she kissed them 
and bid ‘‘good bye.” After having 
made these solemn arrangements, 
with a countenance unspeakably sweet 
and composed, and a soul filled with 
peace and joy, she fell asleep in Jesus, 
aged 8 years, 7 months, and 20 days. 
A few days after the death of this 
child, I called to see her bereaved pa- 
rents; I found her mother in bed sick 
and feeble; 
which can only proceed from a feeling 
heart, but with an articulation much 
obstructed by weeping, detailed most 


she replied, “To heaven.” | 


i 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


she | 


she with an eloquence | 


of the facts above stated, and with un- | 


speakable gratitude exclaimed, “tothe | 


Sunday-school, under the blessing of | 


God, I ascribe the happy circumstances 


under which my child has left the | 
| 


world.” By going to the Sunday-school 


this dear little girl acquired a — | 


able fondness for the Bible, it gave 

new turn to her feelings, and even . 
her amusements; instead of being en- 
gaged, as too many children are, in 
pursuits (if not really vicious) worse 
than useless, she and her little cousins, 
who were much together, would often 
employ themselves in searching for 
what they called the prettiest chapters 
in the Bible, and trving who could read 
ig best; then, for the sake of varie- 
ty, they would lay down their Bibles 
and take their Hymn Books, and vie 
with each other in the selection of the 
best hymns, which they could read and 
sometimes sing; in this way they have 
entertained and delighted their vener- 
able grandmother, when they found her 
at leisure to hear them. On one occa- 
sion not long before her death, little 
Frances was requested by her master 
tv commit to memory a certain chapter 
in the New-Testament; she replied, 
“There is another beautiful chapter 








——e 





which I had rather get,” and turning 
to the 20th chapter of John, which 
treats of the resurrection of Jesus, she 
soon learned to repeat it. O what a 
delightful employment for children! 
God grant that all the little boys and 
girls in our country may be thus en. 
gaged; if all parents w ould send their 
children to Sunday-schools, and use 
their best efforts to induce them to love 
the Bible, what a change would be 
produced in the moral aspect of this 
sin-poisoned world. 

I have often noticed little Frances 
in the house of God and at prayer-meet. 
ings with her Hymn Book, joining the 
congregation in singing the praises of 
God. A few days before she died, hay- 
ing her Hymn Book in bed with her, 
she turned to the hymn which begins 
thus: 


“ There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

“ The dying thief rejoie’d to sce 
That fountain in his day; 

O may I there, though vile 
Wash all my sins away.” 


as he, 


She commenced singing it distinctly, 
her parents knowing her extreme de- 
| bility persuaded her to desist; she then 
called for her aunt, who came and sung 
it for her. This hasty sketch is intend- 
ed principally for the benefit of the 
young: ‘*Hear ye children and be 
wise,” **Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth,” and God 
will bless you. Joun Kerr. 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


USEFUL BOOKS TO 
? 


DO YOU EVER READ 


YOUR NEIGHBOURS 


A person who lives in a village wn 
Pennsylvania, where no Sunday -school 
was established, subscribed to a Sun- 
day-school library in a neighbouring 
town, and took out “ Sunday -school 
Gleanings” to read. On his return to 
his place of residence, he called toge- 
ther a number of his acquaintance, : and 
read to them the interesting narratives 


| of this little book; and such was the 


effect produced, that they immediately 
resoly ed tobegina Sunday -school, and 


two schools are now established in that 


place, the fruits of reading 4 useful 
book to neschbours. ! 
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PRAYER. 

In addition to the express command- 
ment of God, which requires us to 
pray, the following examples recom- 
mend to us very strongly that import- 
ant duty. 

Jacob prayed and got anew name 
from God. 

Gen. xxxiil. 26—28.—*‘And he said, 
let me go, for the day breaketh. And 
he said, I will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me. And he said, what is 
thy name? And he said Jacob. And he 
said, thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel; for as a prince hast 
thou power with God, and with men, 


and hast prevailed.”"—Compared with | 


Hosea xii. 4, 5. —** Yea, he had power 
over the angel, and prevailed; he wept, 
and made supplication unto him; he 
found him in Bethel and there he spake 
withus. Even the Lord God of hosts; 
the Lord is his memorial.”’ 

Joshua prayed, and the Lord made 
the sun to stand still, that the day 
might be prolonged, and the Israelites 
might be enabled completely to over- 
come their enemies. 

Joshua x. 12—14.—‘* Then spake 
Joshua to the Lord, in that day when 
fi®Lord delivered up the Amorites 
before the children of Israel, and he 
said in the sight of Israel, Sun stand 
thou still upon Gibeon; and thou moon 
in the valley of Aijalon. And the sun 
stood still, and the moon stayed until 
the people had avenged themselves 
upon their enemies. Is not this writ- 
ten in the book of Jasher? So the sun 
stood still in the midst of heaven, and 
hasted not to go down about a whole 
day.—And there was no day like that 
before or afterit, that the Lord heark- 
ened unto the voice of a man: for the 
Lord fought for Israel.” 

David, though he was a king, and 
had much business, prayed three times 
a-day. 

_ Psalm ly. 17.--‘‘ Evening, morn- 
ing, and at noon, will I pray, and 
cry aloud, and he shall hear my voice.” 

Daniel, though he was the governor 
of an hundred and twenty provinces, 
prayed as frequently. 

Dan. vi. 10.—*‘* Now when Daniel 
knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his house, and his windows 
being opened in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 











nee LT 





three times a-day, and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God as he had 
aforetime.”’ 

The blessed Saviour engaged often 
in prayer. 

Luke vi. 12.—**And it came to pass 
in those days that he went out intoa 
mountain to pray, and continued all 
night in praycr to God.”’ 

Paul, as soon as he became a genu- 
ine convert, delighted in prayer. 

Acts ix. 11.—“ And the Lord said 
unto him, arise, and go into the street 
which is called Straight, and inquire in 
the house of Judas for one called Saul 
of Tarsus, for behold he prayeth.” 

And when the Israelites turned aside 
to the practice of idolatry, Elijah pray- 
ed, and the heavens were shut, and 
there was no rain; and when they 
were brought to repentance, he pray- 
ed again, and the heavens were open- 
ed, and rain was poured down upon the 
land of Israel, through his prevailing 
intercessions. 

James y. 17, 18——** Elias was a man 
subject to like passions as we are, and 
he prayed carnestly that it might not 
rain; and it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three y zars and six months. 
And he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth brought forth 
her fruit.” 

The Scripture teaches us that we 
ought to offer up our prayers to God 
alone. 

Psalm lxv. 2.—** O thou that hearest 
prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.” 

Matth. iv. 10.--‘* Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.” 

That we ought to draw near to him 
in the name of his dear Son, the only 
Mediator between God and man. 

John xiv. 6.—**Jesus saith unto him, 
Iam the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.” 

Ephes. ii. 18.--“ For through him 
we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father.” 

1 Tim. ii. 5.—‘* For there is one 
God, and one Mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 

And that, before we engage in this 
duty, we ought to look. up for the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit to teach 
us to pray. 

Zech 10 


X1 


—**T will pour upon 
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the house of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of 
grace and of supplications.” 

Rom. viii. 26.—‘‘ The Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities; for we know 
not what we should pray for as we 
ought.” 

Jude 20.—** Praying in the Holy 
Ghost.” 

And it also informs us, that, when 
we pray to the Almighty, we ought to 
do it in faith. 

Matth. xxi. 22.—*“ All things what- 
soever ye shall ask in prayer, believ- 
ing, ye shall receive.” 

Heb. x. 19-—-22.—‘* Having there- 
fore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus,—by 
a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us through the vail, 
that is to say, his flesh; and having an 
High Priest over the house of God, Ict 
us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water.” 

With godly fear. 

Heb. xii. 28—‘* Wherefore we re- 
ceiving a panty ey which cannot be 
moved, let us have grace whereby we 
may serve God acceptably with rever- 
ence and godly fear.” 

With sincerity. 

Psalm xvii. 1.—‘* Hear the right, O 
Lord; attend unto my cry; give ear 


unto my prayer, that goeth not out of | 


feigned lips.” 

Psalm h. 6.—‘* Thou desirest truth 
in the inward parts.—” 

With a deep sense of our guilt and 
unworthiness. 

Luke viii. 13.—* And the publican, 
standing afar off, would not lift up so 
much as his eyes to heaven, but smote 
upon his breast, saying, God be merci- 
ful unto me a sinner.” 

And with holy earnestness. 

Gen. xxxii. 26.—‘‘And he said, 
Let me go, forthe day breaketh. And 
he said, I will not let thee go except 
thou bless me.” 


James v. 16.—‘* The effectual fer- | 
vent prayer ofa righteous man avail. | 


eth much.” 


And it admonishes us, though our | 


prayers are not answered at first, to 
persevere in that duty. 

Luke xviii. 1.—‘‘ And he spake a 
parable unto them to this end, that 

















men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint.” 

Rom. xii. 12.—*‘ Continuing instant 
in prayer.” 


CXIXTH PSALM. 


Matthew Harvey, in his introduction 
to the 119th Psalm, has given the fol. 
lowing definition of the ten severa] 
words by which Divine Revelation js 
therein distinguished. 


“ The things contained in the Scrip. 
ture, and drawn from it, are called, 

1. God’s Law, because they are en. 
acted by him as our Sovereign. 

2. His War, because they are the 
rule both of his providence and our 
obedience. 

5. His Testrmontes, because they 
are solemnly declared to the world, and 
attested beyond all contradiction. 

4. His COMMANDMENTS, because giv- 
en with authority, and (as the word 
signifies) lodged with us as a trust. 

5. His Precepts, because prescribed 
to us, and not left indifferent. 

6. His Worp, or Sarine, because it is 
the declaration of his mind, and Christ, 
the essential Word, is all and in all in 
it. 

7. HisJupements, because framed in 
infinite wisdom, and because by them 
we must both judge and be judged. 

8. His Rientrgeovsness, because it 1s 
all holy, just, and good, and the rule 
and standard of all righteousness. 

9. His Statutes, because they are 
fixed and determined, and of perpetual 
obligation. 

10. His Trern, or Farrurvcysss, be- 
cause the principles upon which the 
Divine law is built, are eternal truth.” 


DONATION TO THE AMERICAN SUNDAT- 
SCHOOL UNION. 


On Wednesday evening the 25d 
ult. a resolution was adopted by the 
Fifth Presbyterian Church of Philadel- 
phia, to raise $1000, as a donation to 
the American Sunday-School Union, 


by the first of April next. Although 
very few persons were present, more 
than one-third of the sum was sud 
scribed on the spot. 
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ale THE TRUE CHRISTIAN. 


He that feareth the Lord of heaven 
and earth, walks humbly before him, 


thankfully lays hold of the message of 


redemption by Jesus Christ, and strives 
to express his thankfulness by the sin- 
cerity of his obedience; he is sorry 
with all his soul when he comes short 
of his duty, he walks watchfully in the 
denial of himself, and holds no confed- 
eracy with any lust or known sin; if he 
falls in the least measure, he is restless 
till he has made his peace, by true re- 
pentance; he is true in his promises, 
just in his dealings, charitable to the 
poor, sincere in his devotion; that will 
not deliberately dishonour God al- 





though with the greatest security of | 


impunity, that has his hopes and con- 


versation in heaven, dares not do any | 


thing unjustly, although never so much | 
to his advantage, and all this because | 
he sees him that is invisible, and fears | 


him because he loves him, fears him as 
well for his goodness as his greatness; 
such a man, whether he be an epis- 
copalian, or a presbyterian, or inde- 
pendent, or anabaptist, whether he 
wears asurplice or wears none, whe- 
ther he hears organs or hears none, 
whether he kneels at the communion 
or for conscience sake stands or sits; 
he has the life of religion in him, and 
that life acts in him and will conform 
his soul to the image of his Saviour, 
and go along with him to eternity, not- 
withstanding his practice or non-prac- 
tice of things indifferent. On the other 
side, if a man fears not the eternal God, 
he does commit sin with presumption, 
he can drink to excess, lie, swear vain- 
ly and falsely, live loosely, break his 


promises; such a man, although he cry | 


down presbytery, although he be re- 
baptized or declaim against it as heresy, 
although he fast all lent, or feast out 
of pretence of avoiding superstition; 
yet, notwithstanding these, and a thou- 
sand more external conformities or 
zealous oppositions of them, he wants 
the life of religion. Hate. 


THE WORD APPLIED. 


A little girl, between four and five 
years of age, on her return from hear- 
ing a preacher whom she much loved, 
said to her mother, “ Mother, I can tell 




















you a little of Mr. H.’s sermon; he said, 
‘Touch not the unclean thing.’” Her 
mother, with a view to try if she un- 
derstood the meaning of these words, 
replied, ‘‘ Then if Mr. H. said so, I 
hope you will take care not to touch 
things that are dirty in future.” The 
little girl smiled, and answered, **O 
mother, I know very well what he 
meant.” ‘* What did he mean?” said 
her mother. ‘‘He meant sin, to be 
sure,” said the child, *‘atid it is all the 
same, as if Mr. H. had said, You must 
not tell lies, nor do what your mother 
forbids you to do, nor play on Sunday, 
nor be cross, nor do any such things 
as these, mother.” 

The answer was just. And my young 
reader may learn, that all sin, of every 
kind, is uncleanness; that it is the abo- 
minable thing that the Lord hateth, 
and makes those who live in the prac- 
tice of it utterly unfit to dwell with 
God, holy angels, and good men in 
heaven. 





A HAPPY DEATH. 


The more you are acquainted with 
God while you live, the more willing 
you will be to die, to go to him; for 
death to a child of God is nothing else 
but a resting with God, in whose bosom 
he hath often been by holy meditation 
when he was alive. Dr. Preston, when 
he was dying, used the words; “ Bless- 
ed be God, though I change my place, 
yet I shall not change my company; 
for I have walked with God while I 
lived, and now I go to rest with God.” 

CALAMY. 


oe 


TESTIMONY. 


The following communication was 
received in connexion with thirty dol- 
lars, to constitute the Professors of An- 
dover Theological Seminary life mem- 
bers of the Mass S. 8S. Union. 

The undersigned regard the institu- 
tion of Sabbath-schools, in which that 
instruction is communicated to the 


_ rising generation, which prepares them 
| to understand the doctrines and pre- 


cepts of the holy scriptures, as one of 
the most important of all the means 
employed, in training up the young to 
be virtuous and useful citizens, as well 
as active and faithful members of the 
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James and John. 


Seple mber, 








kingdom of Christ. 

dially approve of the wnited efforts 
now made, in different parts of our 
country, to promote the interests of 


this institution, and ardently wish to | 


see them made much more extensive- 


ly, and with still greater energy and | 


success. United efforts, to go good, 
are the very object, which our Sa- 
viour had in view, in the institution of 
christian churches. We hope to see 
all the wise and good in our country, 
united in their etforts to train up the 
rising generation in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, and in extend- 
ing the blessing of christian instruc- 
tion, to the children of the poor and 
needy. We most sincerely commend 
to the blessing of God, all the efforts 
made for this purpose; and we pray 
that they may be crowned with abun- 
dant success. 


EBENEZER PORTER, 
Lroxnarp Woops, 
Moses Srvarr. 
Andover, Theol. Seminary, 
July 27, 1828. 


EDUCATE YOUR CHILDREN. 


Extract from a letter of Samuel Adams, former 
Governor of Massachusetts. 


The best formed constitutions that 
have yet been contrived by the wit of 
man, have, and will come to an end— 
because the “kingdoms of the earth 
have not been governed by reason.” 
The pride of kings, of nobles, and 
leaders of the people, who have all 

overned in their turns, have disad- 
justed the delicate frame, and thrown 
all into confusion. 

What then is to be done’ Let di- 
vines and philosophers, statesmen and 
patriots, unite their endeavours to 
renovate the age—by impressing the 
minds of men with the importance of 
educating their little boys and girls— 
of inculcating in the minds of youth, 
the fear and love of the Deity, and 
universal philanthropy; and, in subor- 
dination to these great principles, the 
love of their country—of instructing 
them in the art of self government, 
without which they can never act a 
wise part in the government of society, 
great or small—in short, of leading 
them in the study and practice of the 
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We do most cor- | 








——a9—E— 


| exalted virtues of the christian system, 
| which happily tends to subdue the 
turbulent passions of men, and intro. 
duce that golden age, beautifully de. 
scribed in figurative language—when 
‘the wolf shall dwell with the lam), 
and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid; and the calf and the 
lion and the fatling together; 
little child shall lead them.” 


young 


and a 


BAXTER. 


‘*My first and greatest success (says 
he) was among the young; and s0 it 
was that when God had touched the 
hearts of the young with love and 
goodness, in various instances, their 
friends, their fathers and their grandfa. 
thers, who had lived in ignorance be. 
fore, became religious themselves, in- 
duced by their love to their children, 
who now appeared so much wiser and 
better and more dutiful than before. 
In a little time religion spread through 
many fumilies, and after a few years 
there was scarcely a house in which 
the worship of God was not maintain. 
ed.” 


JAMES AND JOHN. 


The following is designed to illus- 
trate what not unfrequently occurs, 
among the interesting incidents of Sab 
bath-schools. 

George has been a member of our 
Sabbath-school for several summers; 
and he has become so much interested 
in it, that he looks forward to it 
through the week, as children are ac- 
customed to look forw ard to the sports 
of a play-day. 

I might say almost the same or 
of his two little sisters: though I a 
not intending to speak of them sen 
ticularly. What I wish to remark, 
however, is, that their interest in the 
Sabbath- school seems to be in propor- 
tion to their regularity in attending 
They were not at first so punctually 
| present. Now they attend almost 
every Sabbath; and they feel evident- 
ly much more interested than before 
This, I suspect, is almost always the 
case. I would advise all scholars, 
therefore, like George and his two 
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sisters, to attend every Sabbath if they 
can. Then they will lose no lessons. 
Thev will keep along with the school, 
and will understand all that is done. 

But I must return to George. ‘The 
other day he was coming to meeting, 
in company with James, one of his 
school fellows. Not thinking but he 
was a member of the Sabbath-school 
also, George proposed that they should 
recite their lessons as they were go- 
ing along. I will recite mine, said 
George, if you will hear me, and then 
1 will hear you say yours. 

James. What lessons do you mean’ 
—George. Lessons for the Sabbath- 
school, to recite to our teachers.— 
James. I never went to the Sabbath- 
school. What do they do there’— 
George. Why James, don’t you go to 
the Sabbath-school; and don’t you 
know what they dothere’ We learn 
lessons from the Bible, and our teach- 
ers explain them when we recite, and 
tell us a great many things about his- 
tory, and the lives of martyrs and 
other good men.—James. I remember 
the minister said something about it 
last year, when I was at meeting one 
Sabbath, and thought then I should 
like to go; but nobody came to our 
house to ask us. Didn’t somebody 
come to your house’—George. Yes, 
the teacher called to see if we were 
going to the school. But I should 
have gone, and my sisters too, if he 
had not come. Every body goes, 
James, if they wish to.—James. | 
asked father if I might go, and he 
said, not unless somebody invited me. 
“You wouldn’t crowd yourself where 
you are not wanted, would you””’ 
Sol keptaway.—George. Well, James, 
just go and sit with my class to-day, 
and see if you wouldn’t like to be 
there every Sabbath. Ill tell the 
teacher about it, so he won’t expect 
you to recite. 

As they were going home from 
meeting, George took James by the 
hand again, and asked him if he 
shouldn’t like to be at the Sabbath- 
school every Sunday.—James. O Yes; 
does your teacher talk so much about 
every lesson’? Did he ever explain 
that about the “four and twenty seats, 
and the four and twenty elders,” 
meaning the twelve patriarchs and 
Welve apostles taken to represent the 
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whole church, before?--George. No; 
but he always has something to say. 
[ could tell you a great many things 
he has said as interesting as that.— 
James. May 1 come into your class 
again next Sabbath ’ L shall if my pa- 
rents will let me; and I’m sure they 
will, when I tell them what Pve heard 
to-day. 

Here they parted. George, how- 
ever, did not forget the conversation, 
especially that about the teacher’s vis- 
it. He only waited for Monday, when 
he went to his teacher with the whole 
story. In the course of the week the 
teacher called on the parents of James, 
who, though they seldom attend 
meeting, received him courteously. 
He found James and three sisters, one 
older, and two younger. Nor is this 
all; he found the parents very ready to 
fit them out for the Sabbath-school, 
and the next Sabbath, very much to 
the satisfaction of the superintendent, 
and all the teachers, they were there. 

I have more to say about George 
and James, but I must defer it to an- 
other time. Let me here ask whether 
every teacher, if conscientiously look- 
ing after his duty, might not do much 
for children, and for the Sabbath- 
school cause, in the same way that 
George’s teacher did. The question 
is surely worthy of every teacher’s 
S.S. Treasury. 


AN INTERESTING SCHOOL. 


In years past, our Sunday-schools 
have been comprised principally of 
children, between the ages of 7 and 
l3; but I re WOICE that the time has 
come, when toultitudes are beginning 
to feel that Sunday-school instruction 
must not be confined to the short pe- 
riod of six or seven years. 

Two or three facts respecting an 
interesting Sunday-school connected 
with one of the County Unions in this 
state, will give an example of what 
may be done by almost every parish 


| in our country. 


lst. There is a class of more than 
20 you! gy men, the oldest of whom is 
about they have the 
same SSOnS, which are given to the 
other scholars, and find it the most 
pleasant and profitable way that they 
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Seamen. 


September 

















can spend an hour of the recess, be- 
tween their morning and evening wor- 
ship in the house of God. 

2d. There are about 50 young la- 
dies, over 15 years of age, who ap- 
pear quite as much interested as the 
younger scholars. One class of them, 
which differs from the others only by 
being larger, consists of more than 20, 
and is instructed by Mrs. the min- 
ister’s wife. This class appears much 
engaged in studying the bible, and 
the teacher in private conversation 
lamenting that she must be absent for 
a Sabbath, inquired, ‘* who can I find 
to instruct my class, for I must not be 
absent unless I can procure some good 
teacher.” The interest so apparent 
among the members of this class was 
much increased by their frequent visits 
with their teacher, for religious con- 
versation and prayer. 

3d. There are about 20 children 
between the ages of 3 and 5 years, 
who are not able to read with facility 
the lessons given to the other scholars. 
These are placed under the care of 
two pious females, who sometimes 
help them learn the answers to impor- 
tant questions, just fitted for infant 
minds. Another most successful mode 
of communicating religious instruction 
is with pictures, representing some 
fact in scripture, which includes an 
important moral. Such, for instance, 
as the stoning of Stephen, where the 
contrast between the enraged Jews, 
and the forgiving martyr, is so appa- 
rent, as to give the instructer an op- 
portunity to foster a moral impression, 
which can never be effaced. 

Now, Sir, let me ask why there are 
not such classes as I have been de- 
scribing in.every Sunday-school’ Do 

nts say, that a child four years old 

1s too young to study the bible’ Re- 

member, parent, your child is not too 

~wung to die, nor too young to sin; he 

not, then, too young to receive 
oral impressions. 

Do the youth say, We can study the 
bible at home! Does your conscience, 
I ask, testify that you doit? Do you 
attend the bible class’ So do more 
than 50 of those mentioned above. 
Are you ignorant? this is the precise 
reason why you should attend the 
Sunday-school and learn. Have you 
no time to study a lesson of 12 verses 











during the week’ Surely then, you 
ought not to fail of having it explained 
upon the Sabbath. Finally, have you 
no disposition to study the Bible? Re. 
member, dear youth, this is the book 
by which you must shortly be judged. 
S. S. Treasury. 





A MINISTER ENCOURAGED BY HIS sip. 
BATH SCHOOL. 


I visited a Sunday-school connected 
with one of the County Unions of 
Mass. which included most of the 
youth and children in the parish, be. 
tween the ages of 14 and 30 years, 
The school was convened in a large 
hall, and the teachers, who were all 
hopefully pious, seemed to understand 
the lesson they were explaining to 
their pupils. The scholars conducted 
with so much propriety and serious- 
ness while together, and left the hall 
and walked to the house of God in 
such perfect order, that I could fully 
appreciate this remark of their minis- 
ter, ‘* When I wish for an excitement 
to encourage me forward in my ar- 
duous duties, 1 just step in, and look 
ai my Sabbath-school. S. S. Treas. 


SEAMEN. 


Extract of a letter from Thomas Phillips, Esq. 
Hon. Secretary of the Bethel Union, to the 
Corresponding Secretary, dated 


London, May 15, 1828. 
My Dear Sir, 

I had the pleasure to receive your 
letter by the hands of the Rev. B. 
Allen, of your city, and feel obliged 
by the particulars relative to our de- 
parted friend, the venerable Father 
Eastburn—he now rests from his la- 
bours and his works shall follow him. 
Many happy spirits of our respected 
and valued seamen shall also follow 
him (the fruits of his ministry) unto 
that rest which remains for the people 
of God. After we have ceased to 
move on this terrestrial ball, I hope 
we shall also meet him before the 
throne of God and the Lamb—no 
more will the vast Atlantic separate 
us, but we shall be for ever with one 
another, and with the Lord. On Mon 
day last we held the anniversary of 
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the Port of London and Bethel Union 
Society, for an account of which I beg 
to refer you to the enclosed paper, 
which also gives an account of the 
public meeting of the Sunday-School 
Society—one which is dear to you. 

I hope soon to resume my corres- 
pondence with my valued friends in 
Philadelphia, and 1 hope to hear from 
them “good news from a far country” 
—that the cause of God among sea- 





men proceeds rapidly; that Mr. East- i 
burn’s successor will be as eminently | 
useful and beloved; and that the | 


Mariners’ Church is always crowded 
with seamen, their wives, and children. 
1 enclose prospectus of our Mer- 
chant Seamen’s Orphan Asylum, which 
I expect will be one of the most im- 
portant institutions in our country. 

It was established on the 25th Octo- 
ber last, and in the last month we 
elected the first five boys into it. They 
were placed on the platform at our 
anniversary, and their appearance 
produced a most pleasing effect. 
When the speakers alluded to them, 
the boys stood up, and the audience 
were so much affected, that the pocket 
handkerchiefs were in requisition all 
over the room. The public have 
given us every encouragement to go 
on in this department of our work, 
having placed in the hands of our 
treasurer about 600/. with but little 
exertion on our part to obtain it. I 
do hope to hear that the orphans of 
American seamen, will share in the 
sympathies of American Christians, 
and that an asylum for them will soon 
be contemplated. 

I enclose you the lst of our can- 
didates for admission last month. We 
had only just made the asylum known, 
and had twelve applicants: it was 
deemed prudent only to admit five, 
and the disappointment of the others 
who were unsuccessful, was truly af- 
fecting. I have no doubt our lists, ere 
long, will be very numerous. 

Present my best respects to my es- 
teemed friend, Mr. Ralston. I am 
almost ashamed at my neglect, but 
hope in my next to make some amends 
by a long epistle. 


Believe me, my dear friend, 


Yours most sincerely, 


; T. PaicLrrs 
Vor. V.—35 
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For the American Sunday-Sehool Magazine. 
Mr. Editor, 


It is a fact well known, and one 


_ which has long been matter of grief 
_ to Christians, that the Lord’s day is 


awfully profaned by children who 
live in the suburbs of large towns. 
Parents are found in numbers, who 
seldom, if ever, goto church, and who 


_by their example, encourage their 


offspring to violate the fourth com- 
mandment, and of course to trample 
upon all restraint. {f, Mr. Editor, 


| there is one crime more unnatural 


than another, it is surely that of fathers 


| and mothers in training up their chil- 
| dren in the way they should not go, and 








thus deliberately maturing these un- 
happy little immortals for remediless 
misery. The following fact, which 


_ seems clearly to indicate that somethi 
_ may be done, is furnished for your 
_ Magazine, in the hope that others may 


be encouraged to do likewise. 

A lady who lives in Southwark, and 
who is necessarily detained at home 
on Sabbath afternoons, had for many 
months experienced the evil effects of 
children being permitted to associate 
in the streets during those hallowed 
hours. Her heart also was pained by 
the reflection that these little beings 
were, ere long, to take the place of 
their parents, and, habituated thus 
early to a disregard of God’s ordinance, 
the prospects of the future, for them, 
were dark indeed. She became con- 
vinced that it was her duty to endea- 
vour to collect as many of these neg- 
lected children into her own house, 
on Sabbath afternoons, as she could, 
and instruct them in the fear of God. 
She communicated the plan to another 
lady living in the same neighbourhood, 
who in reply stated, that she also had 
for some time been similarly exercised 
concerning these little ones, and in 
her own mind had revolved the prac- 
ticability of the same plan. 

These two-females, —heads of fami- 
lies, whose limited circumstances allow 
them not exemption from continued 
personal attention to their domestic 
avocations during the week —without 
riches, but with hearts warmed with 


| love to God and to their fellow beings, 


— immediately visited the families in 


| the neighbourhood, and engaged the 
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parents to send their children on the 
ensuing Sabbath. Little opposition 
was experienced, and the next Lord’s 
day, (Sabbath before last,) the school 
was opened with 23 of those little 
children, whose neat appearance, cor- 
rect behaviour, and attention, were 
extremely gratifying. ‘The hours de- 
voted tothe school, were from three 
to half past five o’clock. The next 
Sabbath 31 attended, and, with God’s 
blessing, no doubt exists of the per- 
manency, as well as of the usefulness 
of the school. Such is the change 
already perceived, that through the 
street in which stands this privileged 
house, for a wholexsquare during the 
afternoon of the S: th, a solemn si- 
lence prevails). broken only by the 
hymn of praise from this interesting 
Sunday-School, XYX. 





MASSACHUSETTS 5. 8. UNION. 

At page 185 we gave an account of 
the annual mecting, and an abstract of 
the report of this increasingly import- 
ant auxiliary. We have now received 
the neatly printed report of 64 8vo 
pages, issued by the Managers, and 
shall make a few selections from the 
appendix. 

Schools in Winter. 


Sabbath-schools in this vicinity have 
never before this season been continu- 
ed through the winter. From this 
usage, and several imaginary reasons, 
it seemed to be rather the proves 
wish of the parents that the school 
might not continue through the cold 
months. We therefore dismissed all 
the children under ten years of age, 
who wished to be dismissed; and in- 
deed all of any age, who supposed they 
could not conveniently attend in the 
winter. For these reasons the school 
was small, three or four Sabbaths, but 
has since increased to 125; and with 
the exception of a very few Sabbaths, 
has been as punctually attended as it 
wasinthesummer. There has been no 
less interest manifested by the parents, 
teachers, or children, in the winter 
than in the summer schools, and from 
the experiment which they have made, 
they are decidedly of the opinion that 








ee 


Sabbath-schools ought to be continued 
through the whole year. There is no 
bible class in the parish separate from 
the S. S., but the youth of both sexes 
over 14 years of age, are divided into 
classes of about six each, and instructed 
by students from the Theological Semi- 
nary. These classes have the same 
lessons with the children, with some 
addition, such as a question to be an. 
swered by passages from scripture. 
Beside these, we have a class of men, 
mostly over 30 years of age, and a 
large class (sometimes forty or more) 
of ladies of the same age, who attend 
to the lessons given to the high classes, 
but do not come under all the regula. 
tions of the school, and are not includ. 
ed in the number of scholars. —One of 
the scholars who has become hopefilly 
pious, was first awakened by the argu. 
ments used with her, in private con. 
versation, to persuade her to attend 
the S. S. Another expressed her de. 
termination not to attend the schoo! 
during the winter, but was persuaded 
by a pious teacher to change this de- 
termination. She now indulges the 
hope that her heart has been changed 
— Andover West Parish. 

Without any rea/ difficulty our Sab- 
bath-school has been continued dur- 
ng the two past winters; although our 
scholars are very much scattered, and 
many are obliged to walk two miles. 
Our number has been increased, by 
setting up a school in a remote part of 
the society. — Bridgewater. 


Our school has, this season, for the 
first time, been continued through the 
winter, and we are happy to say, 
without any diminution of zeal and 
activity on the part of either teachers 
or pupils.— Danvers. 


So general has been the interest felt 


| by parents, teachers, and scholars, that 
_ the school has been continued through 





the winter for two years past. Almost 
every family in the society has been 
visited by the teachers for the purpose 
of obtaining scholars. The school 


has, ever since its formation, received 
the countenance and support of pa 
| rents and men of influence. Our Pas- 
tor has a bible class, with which are 
connected nearly all the teachers of 
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the school; and it has been his custom 
to explain the same portions of scrip- 
ture, which they give to their respec- 
tive classes; thus fitting them to en- 
force the great truths of the gospel 


upon those under their care.— Fairha- | 


ven. 


This school has heretofore been dis- 
continued during the winter season; 


i 
| 
' 
| 
' 


but the teachers resolved to continue | 


it during this winter, even if it should | 


be small. They also resolved on mak- 
ing greater efforts to improve the in- 
stitution, than were formerly made. 
The winter school commenced with 
50 scholars. In a short time it increas- 
ed to 160. During the winter, the 
teachers and officers of the school have 
held regular meetings once in two 
weeks. These are devoted to con- 
versing upon subjects relating to the 
school.— Gloucester, Hildreth’s Society. 


There is an increasing interest in 


the study of the bible among the chil- | 
dren of our school, and their manners | 


on the Sabbath are remarkably improv- 
ed. The summer term of the school 


was closed on the last Sabbath in Oc- | 


tober. After some delay, occasioned 
by the want of stoves in the meeting- 


house, the winter term was commenc- | 


ed under the same teachers. The 
general attendance is about 40. A 
considerable majority are females— 
showing that severity of weather is not 
the chief obstacle to Sabbath-schools 
in winter. One reason for the small- 
ness of our school in the winter is, that 
our congregation is drawn from the 
remate parts of a town 10 miles in 
length and 8 in breadth.—Groton Un.C. 


Since the close of this school, 40 or 


50 of the scholars have voluntarily as- | 


sociated and divided themselves into 
classes, and chosen their teachers, with 
the determination to continue through 
the winter.—Charlemont. 


We might continue our extracts to a 
much greater length, all giving con- 
current testimony to the practicability 
and importance of continuing Sabbath- 


consider them well, and also the re- 
marks which the Managers have ap- 
pended to them. They say, “ We 
trust these extracts will not be given 
in vain. Some of them we know to be 
from societies as unfavourably situated 
S. through the 
winter as any that can be named in 
the Commonwealth. With these facts 


for continuing a S. 


_in view, we earnestly request the su- 


| perintendent and teachers in each of 








our auxiliaries, seriously to answer the 
following questions, viz. Is it not de- 
sirable to give religious instruction to 
children when their minds are the 
most vigorous’ Is not every person’s 
mind the most elastic and vigorous in 
the winter? 

In the very keenest cold of the win- 
ter, is it worse for a child to be carried 
two or three miles, once a week, pro- 
tected by paternal kindness, than 
alone to walk one half, a third, or even 
a fourth of that distance, siz times a 
week? 

Is it possible for you to continue any 
part of your school the next winter? 
Will you try? If you do not, should 
any of your unconverted scholars be 
called to the eternal world during 
the vacation, will conscience whisper 
peace on your dying bed?” 





EFFICACY OF THE BIBLE CLASS AND 8UN- 
DAY-SCHOOL IN REVIVALS. 

A revival of religion has been enjoy- 

ed at Manchester, Mass. in a church to 

whose communion but one admission 


| had been made for five years previous. 


| —We take the following interesting 


schools during the wiriter, but these | 
must suffice for the present. We | 


hope our friends in the country will 





extract from a communication publish- 
ed by the Pastor, the Rev. Samuel 
M. Emmerson, in a late number of 
the Boston Recorder. 

In the winter of 1826-7, the mem- 
bers of the church agreed to establish 
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a prayer meeting, on Saturday even- 
ing of each week, for the express pur- 
of praying for the outpouring of 

the Spirit. Those meetings were but 
thinly attended; it was not unfrequent- 
y the case that the pastor and a few 
emales were the only persons present. 
But these means, however feeble in 
human estimation, were undoubtedly 
accompanied with success. In the 
spring of this year a resolution was 
formed of devoting a greater portion 
of time and labour to the religious in- 
struction of the young. Greater efforts 
were employed in collecting the chil- 
dren into our Sabbath-schools; and for 
the first time since my settlement I was 
enabled to collect a little band of youth 
into a Bible Class. Tracts were circu- 
lated in every family in the parish. In 
my publ'c ministration I dwelt much 
upon the necessity and importance of 
a careful and prayerful examination of 
God’s word. It was seldom that I 
preached in public, or gave instructions 
in private, without giving this a pre- 
eminent place in my theme. Sinners 
will never believe what ministers say, 
until they are first persuaded to believe 
what the Bible says. It was in my Bi- 
ble class that I first discovered that the 
slumbers of the night were about to 
be broken. ‘The Sabbath-school and 
the Bible class, | found to be one af 
the most interesting and profitable 
fields of my ministerial labours. It was 
now that the enemy which had been 
long resting upon their arms, because 
the host of God had been asleep, seem- 
ed to take the alarm, and were prepar- 
ing for battle. An influence, hostile 
in the extreme to the cause of truth, 
was arrayed, and for a time seemed to 
threaten an entire destruction of the 
little encampments which the friends 
of the Redeemer had been enabled to 
erect. Infidelity with all its specious 
and alluring forms was exhibited to the 
view of the young, and we had reason 
to believe that many were overcome. 
The effect produced upon my own 
mind was depressing in the extreme; 
a despondency which, I confess, savour- 
ed much of distrust in the power and 
promises of God, had well nigh over- 
whelmed me. How thankful should 
we be that God, before he stretches 
forth his arms for the salvation of his 
people, convinces his ministers that he 




















can perform the work with, or without 
their instrumentality. In this state of 
mind I was preparing to meet with the 
Conference of churches which had 
been recently formed in the county. 
But Providence, as if to grant one ray 
of hope in this night of gloom, brought 
to my knowledge before I set out, that 
a number of young men had assembled 
the evening before for the purpose of 
reading the Scriptures. At first, | 
supposed that it was an artifice of the 
adversary, and that another blow was 
aimed at the cause of religion. But 
learning that their meeting was held 
at the house of one who had, some time 
before, embraced the truth, f cherish- 
ed the hope that it might be some 
token for good. I attended the Con- 
ference; and while united prayer was 
ascending to the Throne of Grace for 
the influences of the Spirit on our 
churches, that Spirit had already begun 
to operate in its convicting influences 
among my people. On my return, | 
found on my table, a note from a bro. 
ther of the church informing me that 
a young woman residing in his family 
had, durmg my absence, been brought 
to embrace the Saviour. [I had now 
time to inquire more particularly re 
specting the motives which had inrlu- 
enced the meeting for the reading of 
the Scriptures. It appeared that the 
contempt and ridicule which had been 
cast upon the Bible had created an 
alarm in the minds of some, who, 
though not in heart as yet prepared to 
receive the truth in the love of it, yet 
were not disposed to admit scoffing for 
argument, nor to reject the Bible un- 
less they could find some cause for so 
doing. Their object seems to have 
been, to inquire into the evidences of 
Christianity. After reading a chapter 
in the Bible, this question was proposed, 
Do we believe the Bible to be the word 
of God? An answer in the affirmative 
was given by every one. Do we be- 
lieve in the reality of experimental re- 
ligion? Yes, wasagain the reply of all. 
They now felt that something was 
wanting to bring them to a saving 
knowledge of the truth. They sang 
a hymn, and agreed to borrow Scott’s 
Bible for their perusal at their next 
meeting. When assembled again, they 
examined Scott and pursued their 1n- 
quiries, but the voice of prayer ws 
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not heard, for the Spirit of prayer was 
not yet given. They then agreed to 
invite their Pastor to meet with them, 
hoping that he would scatter light in 
their benighted paths. It was with 
emotions of joy which I feel unable to 
describe, that I was now favoured with 
an opportunity to tell inquiring souls 
that it was the Spirit of God alone, that 
could enlighten and convince and con- 
vert; that they had been resorting to 
instruments and means without looking 
to him by whom alone they can be 
rendered effectual to salvation. The 
room was filled, and we witnessed the 
silent tear and heart felt sigh which 
spoke louder than words, “ What shall 
we do to be saved” The same even- 
ing a house in the neighbourhood was 
filled with females of all ages, but 
principally with the young, begging 
the earnest prayers of God’s children. 
The work now became general through- 
out the town, and scarcely an indivi- 
dual could be found who seemed in- 
different to the scenes which were pass- 
ing before him. 


THE BEST MEANS TO PROMOTE THE 
CONVERSION OF CHILDREN. 

t is necessary, in the first place, 
that we have our hearts engaged in 
the work, remembering that we have 
immortal souls committed to our care, 
and that we must render our account 
to Almighty God for the manner in 
which we instruct them. We should, 
therefore, improve every suitable op- 
portunity of instructing them on sub- 
jects that relate to their eternal hap- 
piness; treating every subject in the 
most simple manner possible. We 
should be careful to converse on such 
subjects as children can understand, 
such as the following--the holy and 
happy state in which man was first 
created; how he fell from that state; 


the sinful and miserable condition of 


all men by nature; the way that God 
has provided for their salvation; the 
condescension and the love of Jesus 
Christ in coming into our world to save 
sinners; the sufferings he endured on 
the cross for our sins; and his willing- 
hess to save all who come unto God 
by him. We should also strive to im- 
press upon their tender minds the ne- 
cessity of immediate repentance; the 
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danger of delay; the uncertainty of 


life; the awful consequences of dyi 


| without an interest in Christ; the fi 
end of the wicked; and the reward of 


| the righteous. 


| and address our exhortations to 
| hearts. 


In discussing these or 
similar subjects, we must feel engaged, 
1eir 
We should show them that 
God commands them to serve him 
while young; ‘* Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth.” 


** Son, give me thy heart.” We can 
show our scholars the encouragement 


given to them in the Bible; “TI love 
them that love me, and they that seek 
me early shall find me.” “Suffer little 


_ children to come unto me and forbid 


them not; for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

But the most effectual means that 
we can use for the conversion of chil- 
dren is prayer. Without this, all 


other means will prove ineffectual. 


We should, therefore, whenever we 
enter our closets for secret prayer, 
remember our class, and pray that 
our feeble efforts may be blessed to 
their conversion: for we know that 


“Paul may plant, and Apollos water, 
| but God giveth the increase.” 


Let 
us, then, endeavour to be importunate, 
and pray to God in faith, for the out- 
pouring of his Holy Spirit upon the 
children under our care; and wu 
Sabbath-schools in general. Let us 
engage in this blessed work with in- 
creased zeal and energy; and we have 
every reason to believe that our la- 
bour will not be in vain in the Lord. 
Pitts. Spec. 


FRANKFORT, KY. 


Extract from a Letter to the Corresponding 
Secretary. 


I rejoice to announce to you that a 


i! glorious work of grace has commenced 


in this town. Since the 11th July, 
forty-nine members have been added 


to the church in this place, under 
_ the pastoral care of the Rev. John T. 


Edgar. There is also considerable 
excitement in the Methodist and Ba 

tist churches. Within the last three 
months, three of our teachers have 
publicly devoted themselves to the 
Lord; and many of our scholars are 
anxiously seeking the salvation of their 
souls. Amongst those lately added to 
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the church, were many who were for- 
merly teachers or scholars. The work 
is still progressing. 





GETTYSBURG, Pa. 


Extract from the Report. 


The field of our usefulness is gra- 
dually widening, as prejudice recedes 
before the onward march of truth; and 
our zeal as Sabbath-school teachers, is, 
we trust, becoming proportionately 
more efficient. We labour to give to 


sacred truth a free and an unbiassed | 


influence over the minds of free and 
rational beings. We labour for the 
emancipation of captive spirits, from 


the thraldom of a bitter and a relent- | 


less foe. We labour for the moral 


renovation of the young, the thought- | 
And we | 
count it our highest joy, if we can | 
thus prove, in the smallest degree, in- | 
strumental in hastening the consum- | 
mation of that glorious day, when all | 


the 


less, inexperienced. 


shall know the Lord. 
The society with which we are con- 


nected, has as yet but one school | 
under its care: in this males and fe- | 
males meet together under the same | 


roof. The whole number of male 
teachers who engage, some alternately, 
others regularly, in the management of 
the male department, is twelve. The 


number of female teachers is also | 


twelve. The number of male scho- 


lars is sixty-five, of whom about fifty | 


usually attend. The number of female 
scholars is sixty-three, of whom about 
fifty usually attend. Several methods 
have been adopted to secure an in- 
crease to the school; among others, 
the appointment of a visiting com- 
mittee, with the express object of 
making regular visitations to the dif- 
ferent families in our neighbourhood; 
thus at once to engage the interest of 
parents, and secure their co-operation. 
It is, moreover, designed further to 
enlarge our society, by voluntary indi- 
vidual efforts in the more remote and 
destitute parts of our county. So that, 
in a short time, we may hope to see 
various little schools springing up 
around us, whose pure influence shall 
communicate a healthful vigour in 
parts literally darkened by ignorance. 
All our male teachers are in full con- 
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nexion with the church of Christ: of 
the female teachers, only one has 
made an open profession of her faith 
during the past year. Of the scholars, 
though some have exhibited a partia) 
change in their general deportment, 
but one has professed to have passed 
from death unto life. 

Our concert for prayer is regularly 
observed, and it has lately been pro. 
ductive of the highest interest to those 
who attend, by the admission of the 
elder scholars. The number of per. 
sons who attend, however, has been 
hitherto so inconsiderable, that we 
have not yet ventured to solicit a con- 
tribution for the missionary fund. 

The formation of a Sabbath-schoo! 
union in our county, will be attempted. 
The effects of our school are salutary. 
A religious agency is, we trust, in ex. 
istence, whose leavening influences 
will, if God be our helper, soon extend 
to the whole mass upon which it is de- 
signed to act. The grand requisite is 
to preserve its energy unimpaired, 
since the co-operation of the divine 
Spirit is at all times secure. 

In conclusion, the Society desires to 
transmit an affectionate greeting to the 
Parent Institution, with pravers for its 
increasing prosperity and usefulness. 
In behalf of Gettysburg S. S. Society, 

Henry Haverstick, Sec. 


CONTRIBUTIONS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


In an other part of this number we 
have given some extracts from the 
report of the Massachusetts S. S. Union. 
We continue such of them as show 
that the schools have contributed to 
benevolent objects. 


We have a regular collection taken 
up in the school, on the Sabbath pre- 
ceding the second Monday in each 
month--the money to be appropriated 
to the Massachusetts Sabbath-School 
Union.— Andover South Parish. 

This school has a contribution the 
last Sabbath of every month, to pro- 
mote, in some way, the cause of Sab- 
bath-schools. The scholars have al 
ready made their Pastor a life member 
of the Mass. Union, and the teachers 











1828. 


Influence of S. S. Libraries. 


279 














have contributed several dollars, which 
they have not yet disposed of.—.4ndo- 
ver West P 

At our meeting, at the close of the 
school for the season, the children 
came forward and contributed of their 
cents for heathen children, to the 
amount of between three and four 
dollars. 
and this meeting was interesting be- 


yond description.— Brimfield. 


The contributions of the scholars 
for the last year amounted to $10 77. 
To aid the Massachusetts S. S. U. in 
their benevolent efforts to establish, 
strengthen, and encourage ncedy 
schools throughout the state, the 
Board of Managers voted, that one 
half of the money contributed by the 
scholars the past year should be paid 
into the treasury of said society. The 
other half is devoted to the increase of 
their own S. S. library.—Fitchburgh. 


Five dollars and seventy cents was 
contributed at various times by the 
scholars, and devoted to the procuring 
of books for children of the Sandwich 
Islands.—_Newton East Parish. 


INFLUENCE OF 8S. S. LIBRARIES. 


We give the scholars no other re- 
ward, nor do they wish for any other, 
than the privilege of attending the 
school and reading the books of the 
library.--Andover West Parish. 


Our library has not been limited to 
the school; but it has been an objeet 
with us to introduce the books into 
religious families, and we are happy 
to say that, in many instances, we have 
reason to believe the effects have been 
good.— Ashburnham. 


_ There are 117 vols. in our library, 
in which an increasing, lively interest 
is taken both by parents and children. 
— Ashby. 


We have a library of 120 vols. 
which was exceedingly interesting to 
children and parents. It will be much 
increased this year. — Barnstable. 








It was indeed a lovely sight, | 








——_—_—_—_—_—_—_ 


Our school, this season, has been 
much more interesting than before, 
being the happy effects of the library. 
— Berlin. 


We have a small library of 125 yo- 
lumes, from which the children take 
books once in two weeks, provided 
they have not been reported to the li- 
brarian, as so delinquent as to have for- 
feited the privilege of drawing. This 
we think an important arrangement, 
presenting a constant motive to the 
scholars to do well. On our library, 
the life of the school very much de- 
pends, and we hope to increase the 
interest from this source the ensuing 
season, as we contemplate greatly en- 
larging it.— Brim field. 


Our library has been increased the 
last year, from 330 to 550 volumes. 
The interest at first excited by the 
books of the library, has been fully 
sustained. Besides the substantial 
benefits it has conferred on the scho- 
lars, the books have been asilent, but 
we trust a salutary monitor in many 
families, where religious instruction 
could not so well be communicated in 
any other way. One instance of this 
we cannot omit to mention. A man 
being detained at home by a slight in- 
disposition, took up a book brought 
from the Sabbath-school by his little 
child, the reading of which was instru- 
mental of carrying conviction to his 
conscience, and leading him to inquire, 
“‘ What shall I do to be saved?” His 
indisposition terminated in death, and 
we have some reason to hope, the 
death of a Christian. His afflicted 
widow shortly after brought a dollar 
to the Sabbath-school, and with tears 
presented it to the superintendent, as 
a donation to the library; a memorial 
of gratitude for the blessing this book 
had been instrumental of imparting.— 


Charlestown Cong. 


Although our Sabbath-school has 
been in operation nine years, but little 
interest was taken in it either b 
rents or children, until the establish. 
ment of our library, which excited a 
deep interest both in the school and 


among parents and: guardians. No 
solicitations among us have been more 
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promptly and cheerfully attended to, | aid of rewards has bound them strong- 
than that for furnishing the means to | ly to the school, and in one case, ¢ 
enlarge this library. Increase since | least, has given first impressions tha: 
last year 101, owing probably to the || eventuated in conversion and public 


September, 














interest taken in the library. 
pastor of the church has visited the 
school almost every Sabbath. 


The scholars were punctual in their |) 


attendance, of good deportment, and 


gave evidence of satisfactory improve- | 
ment. The advantages of a library | 
were proved by the increased atten- | 
tion and laudable interest excited.— | 


Hawley. 


of our school has been its library. Not 
only the scholars, but the teachers 


Gloucester. 


have been deeply interested in reading 
the publications of the American Sun- 
day-School Union.—- Hanson. 


The ardour manifested for the use 
of the books of the library was so 
great, that the superintendents had 
requent occasion to regret that the 
number of books was so inadequate to 
the demand.— Hardwich. 


volumes. — Lancaster. 


We are happy to state that we have | 
advantages from | 
y. It has | 
furnished a powerful inducement to | 
faithful attendance upon the school. || 
And what we esteem of special impor- | 


experienced signal 
our Sabbath-school library. 


tance, it has excited among the youth, 
generally, a taste for reading, espe- 
cially of religious books. More books 
of this class are now read among them 
than of any other.— Lanesborough. 


The library has engaged the atten- 


tion of the scholars, and without the | 


The | 
| cial to parents in removing their pre- 
judices, and in creating a more lively 
a Bible class designed forthe improve- || interest in the school.—Medford, .j. 


ment of teachers and others. —.dsh field. | 


He has | 
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profession. It has also been benef. 


Warner’s Soe. 

Our library we enlarged in the 
spring, and we hope much benefit 
may result to the scholars and the fa. 


| mihes to which they belong from the 


perusal of the books. We give short 


| lessons, and lay much stress upon 


having them well committed, well re. 


'| cited, and especially well understood.— 
| Middleborough. 


One great cause of the rapid increase | 


From the commencement of the 


. : omegy | school to the present time, it has con- 
have become highly interested in it-— || tinued to increase in numbers and in. 
| terest, and particularly, since our [i- 
|| brary was obtained in 1826. 


Not only the scholars, but parents | 


During 
the past year an unusual seriousness 
has prevailed in the 8. S._ The teach- 
ers’ concert for prayer has been ob- 
served with some interest. A flou- 
rishing bible class has been instituted, 
which promises much usefulness.—- 
Milton. 


The use of the library is a perms. 
nent encouragement, imparting un- 


|| versal satisfaction to parents and clil- 
|| dren, and is calculated for the im- 


Our school, attached to the Baptist | 
church in Harvard, has been kept | : 
through the season with increasing in- f through the week.— Needham, W. P. 
terest, particularly so, since the estab- | 
lishment of a library of about ninety | 


provement of the youthful mind, by 
affording employment for leisure hours 


We have a library of 200 vols. 
which is extensively useful to teachers 
and scholars.— New Bedford, North 8. 

The books of the library were gen- 
erally read with attention and delight 
by the scholars, and many others; ane 
we think it had a good effect. On the 
whole, we think the prospects of this 
school are rather increasing, and the 
prejudices of many against it are less- 
ening.— Plympton. 

Some additional interest has been 
awakened the past year, by the libra 

which is attached to the school — 
Rochester, Sd. S. 
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A library was established at an ear- 
ly period of the school by the munifi- 
cence of friends abroad, and has since 
been increased by contributions at 
home; so that it now contains 170 or 
180 volumes. We have found a li- 
brary a main spring in our school. 
While it stimulated to exertion, it be- 
came a teacher of religion by exam- 

les. 
a blessing to our land, a library is the 
happiest thought. This noiseless teach- 
er among us, has found its way to ma- 
nv abodes of the honest, yet uniform- 
ed, and has been efficacious in dispel- 
ling a cloud of errors and prejudices 
that has been collecting for years.— 


Rochester, NV. Soc. 


This school has been in operation 
nine years, but without a library till 
the present year. We now loan each 
of the scholars a book, which has had 
a happy influence in increasing their 
number. Thesuperintendentand eight 
of the teachers are professors of religion 
—two of them are the fruits of a revi- 
val the past summer. We have a bible 
class, which is generally attended by 
the youth over 14 years, when they 
leave the S.S. The pastor of the 
church frequently visits the Sabbath- 
school, and addresses the teachers and 
scholars. — Rowley. 


The number of scholars during the 
summer was not so large as it was the 
preceding year, yet we hope that the 
interest of the school is not diminished; 
on the contrary, we believe it is becom- 
ing more and more interesting to the 
principal part of the society. The chil- 
dren seem to have an increasing anxie- 
ty to obtain and read the books of the 
library, and several heads of families 
who have as yet withheld their children 
from the school, have, during the last 
season, become subscribers to the li- 
brary, and taken books for their chil- 
dren to read, and we think, on the 
whole, that the prospect is yet encou- 
raging —Sidllioak Baptist. 

We have a library, which is found 
exceedingly useful in furnishing the 
youthful mind with important instruc- 
ton, and as an inducement to the chil- 
dren to attend the school. None, who 

Vou. V.—36 





Next to the S. S. institution as | 


have ever seen the benefical influence 
of a library on aS. S. can be willing to 
have a single school destitute. About 
ten dollars have lately been contribut- 
ed in order to increase the library.— 
Sharon. 


There is a library of about 70 vo- 
lumes attached to the school, the use 
of which constitutes the rewards, and 
has a very happy effect. The scholars 
in general, attended punctually, with 
a good degree of seriousness, and their 
lessons were well committed.--Wen- 


dell. 


The last summer we were enabled 


_ to establish a library, by the assistance 


_ of a young lady who has ever taken a 
_ deep interest in the Sabbath-school, 
first as a scholar, and since as a teacher. 
| The effects of this library are found to 
_ be such as are generally experienced 
| in other schools where they are estab- 
lished, to excite a greater degree of 
interest, punctuality and diligence in 
the scholars, and we may hope its use- 
fulness is not confined to them, as by 
their means they are carried into va- 
rious descriptions of families, where, 
with a blessing, we hope the good seed 
thus sown will yet spring up and bear 
fruit.-- West Cambridge, Cong. 


The library, which we procured the 
last spring, has tended more than any 
thing else to stimulate teachers and 
scholars to a performance of their du- 
ties.— West Springfield, Feedinghills. 


More interest was taken inthe school, 
and more engagedness manifested by 
both teachers and scholars, than in the 
preceding year. All the lessons were 
limited. Three of the classes wrote 
upon religious subjects, previously 
given out. A library is attached to the 
school, consisting of 200 volumes, which 
is considered as being very favourable 
to the promotion of its interests.— 
Wrentham Centre. 





THE FRUITS. 








| At one of the meetings of teachers, 


|| a young man was introduced, as a 
| #3 


teacher in a Sabbath-school in a neigh- 
bouring town, who related that he was 
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once a scholar here, that in this place 
he received his first pious instructions, 
which he thinks, under God, were 
blest to the salvation of his soul. 
is now a member of a sister church, 
and is actively engaged in the Sabbath- 
school. Now can we calculate where 
this good will end? This young man 
is instructing others, who may be bene- 
fited by his exertions, and may com- 
municate still further and wider those 
pious instructions he received in this 
school. Thus an impulse was here 
given, which will be continually roll- 
ing onward and acquiring new strength 
to the latest generation; and when this 
is multi lied by all this and other 
schools have done, and may do, and 
this added to the immense force of the 

reached word, have we not reason to 

elieve, that soon the kingdom of 
satan will be shaken to its centre, and 
the mild gospel of peace shed its be- 
nign influence over the whole earth’— 
when none sball say to his brother 
*Know the Lord,’ for all shall know 
him from the least to the greatest?— 
Boston Second Baptist Church. 





UTILITY OF THE QUESTION BOOK. 


There appears to be a deep serious- 
ness on the minds of many of the 
scholars, and some are making the in- 
quiry, ‘‘ what shall we do to besaved?” 
A boy, aged about nine years, has been 
taken away by death; and his pious 
mother has a good hope that he knew 
the truth which made him wise unto 
salvation, and attributes it to the reli- 

ious instruction he received at the 
bath-school. The teacher’s monthly 
concert of prayer is well attended, and 
the teachers visit the parents of their 
classes as often as they can conve- 
niently. Some of the teachers have 
invited their classes to meet at their 
houses for the purpose of conversing 
with them upon the subject of religion, 
and it is hoped that good will result 
from this course. In November last, 
Judson’s Questions were introduced in 
the school, and from the trial thus far 
it is believed that the course of instruc- 
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ment in the school is attributed to the 
present mode of instruction. No re. 
wards are given to the scholars, by; 
the use of a choice library, consisting 
of 300 volumes, which excites and 
sustains a good interest among the 
scholars.— Boston 3d Bap. 8. School. 


The teachers have formed a bible 
class the past year, and meet once a 
fortnight br instruction by our pastor, 
in the selected lessons for the school. 
These exercises are interesting and 
profitable, and well calculated to pre. 
pare the teachers for their employment 
—Charlestown, Ms. Baptist. 


PASTORAL VISITS. 


The S. S. monthly concert of prayer 
was observed last season. At two 
meetings of this sort, the children as- 


| sembled, and were addressed by the 


| pastor and some of the superinten- 





| most happy. 


_ dents. 
_ also present. The occasion was deeply 


Many of their parents were 


interesting and solemn. The pastor 
has often visited, prayed with, and 
addressed the school. An increasing 
interest is most evidently felt in the 
school both by parents and children 
It has never been so flourishing as du- 
ring the last season, having increased 
more than fifty beyond what it has 
contained in any former year. We 
have felt greatly encouraged, and by 
employing agents from among our- 
selves to visit the families on this sub- 
ject, we hope another year to be able 
to tell of still greater things than 
these.— Brimfield. 

Presents of books, cards, and tracts, 
were formerly given to the children for 
their encouragement, but in 1824 the 
library was instituted by the liberality 
of the pastor, and the effect has been 
The books are read by 
teachers and parents, as well as schol- 
ars. Questions are put by each teacher 
to each scholar respecting the book or 
tract they have last read; and they are 


_ often found to retain the subject mat- 


tion here laid down has been very | 
beneficial, not only to the children, | 


but a help to the teachers. Every 
teacher and scholar is furnished with a 
question book. The great improve- 


ter wholly. The school is opened 
with prayer by the pasfor, or in his ab- 
sence by the superintendent or some 
teacher; and closed with singing, '" 
which all the children engage.— £38 
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Our pastor has been present usuall 
during "each school.——Lanesborough. 


The pastor usually opens the school 
by prayer, and on the second Monday 
‘neach month meets with the teachers 
and scholars, which has been observed 
more than four years, and has afforded 
him many precious opportunities for 
instructing and encouraging the youth 
of his charge. The Sabbath-school 
monthly concert in the winter is held 
at the house of the pastor, and the pa- 
rents frequently attend with their chil- 
dren.-—Needham, West Parish, Mass. 

Our pastor has paid much attention 
and been of much service to the 
school. — Philipston. 

The pastor generally attends the 
school, and assists the superintendent, 
and frequently makes remarks upon 
the lesson recited.— Royalston, Mass. 

The pastor conversed and prayed 
with the school seven times during its 
continuance.-- Windsor. 


pastor, who uniformly addressed the 
scholars in a plain and pungent man- 
ner, and closed with prayer.— Wobarn. 

The Pastor instructs a bible class, 
which includes the teachers, and 
usually on the same lesson taught in 
the school. — Braintree. 


OLD EBENEZAR METHODIST, PHILAD. 


There has been an addition of 60 
scholars during the past year, and the 
school continues to increase. All our 
teachers, except one, are professors of 
religion. Six of our scholars have 
made a public profession of religion 
during the year, and several appear to 
be seriously impressed. Our school 
has been visited twice during the year 
by our itinerant ministers, and several 
tumes by local ministers. 

We have established a library during 
the last three months, which now con- 
sists of upwards of 150 volumes, and 
's Increasing, and promises to be a 
great advantage to the scholars. 


| 
1 











27,330 verses in Scripture, and 
2986 answers in the Methodist Cate- 
chism, have been recited by the scho- 
lars during the past year. 

R. E. Wetsn, Lid. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL, WILMINGTON, DEL. 


There are 73 scholars who read in 
the Testament, 51 are learning the 
spelling book, and 37 the alphabet. 
There are three teachers who have 
made a public profession of religion 
during the last year. There was a 
library formed last year, which con- 
tains 147 volumes. 

We have had several visits from 
clergymen during the past year. 

There are from 25 to 30 of the Sun- 
day-school scholars, who are taught on 
Saturday afternoons by three young 
ladies who belong to the school. 





WAYNE COUNTY, N. ¥. 


This society is auxiliary to the Ge. 


B | nesee Union, and has for its officers 
The school was often visited by the || 


the present year—Hon. Byram Green, 
Pres.; Hon. George Beckwith, P. 
Pres.; Rev. Alfred Campbell, C. See. ; 
Rev. Marvin Allen, Rec. Sec.; Asher 
Doolittle, Esq., 7reas. 

A letter from the recording secre- 
tary informs us, that he has visited 
many of the towns, and formed Sun- 
day-schools in the school districts. 
The union at its late anniversary em- 
braced 411 schools, 1815 scholars, and 
308 teachers: a year ago there were 
not one-third of that number. Thir- 
teen teachers and thirty-three scholars 
are_ reported as having made a pro- 
fession of religion during the past 


vear. Mr. A remarks, 


‘<'T'o supply the absence of an agent 
in our county, or to co-operate with 


him, there ir no substitute so good, I 


| am 


persuaded, as the Sunday-School 
Teachers’ Magazine. These messen- 
gers of intelligence are like so many 
local agents, proclaiming in the ears 
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of multitudes, in silent but no less 
eloquent and persuasive language, the 
utility of the Sabbath-school institution. 
I would wish to see every school fur- 
nished with at least one copy; so that 
it shall come within the reach of every 
teacher. I have recommended to the 
schools to take at least one copy, and 
let it be read by the teachers, and then 
a into the hands of the scholars, and 

y them conveyed to their parents, 
and if read by them, I am confident 
that activity would take the place of 
apathy, rin | sinful, frigid indifference 
would no longer stupify the hearts of 
the children of God. Wishing you 
grace, mercy, and peace, I subscribe 
myself yours affectionately, 

Manvin ALLEN. 


With this we received the names of 
seven subscribers, with pay for one 
year. 


PAINTED POST, N. ¥., FEMALE §&. S. 


One of our teachers who was for- 
merly our scholar, has given a bright 
evidence of a change of heart, and has 
publicly professed her faith in Christ, 
and united with the Presbyterian 
church in this place a few months 
ago. 

The Sabbath-school concert is punc- 
tually observed by the teachers of 
No. 1, and a collection always taken 
up. ; 
We think our schools have produced 
an excellent effect, as it respects the 
observance of the holy Sabbath. 

Ann M‘Catt, Sec. 


GOSHEN, N. Y. 


We have a small library, consisting 
of one hundred and fifty small vo- 
lumes. 

The Sunday-school concert is ob- 
served. The ministers in this place en- 
deavour to promote the school, and 
occasionally aftend it—There is one 
small school in this neighbourhood. 

We believe some of our female 
teachers, who are not pious, are more 
serious, and feel an increasing interest 
in the school, and in their own souls’ 
concerns. 

F.zra Fisk, Sec. 








FROM THE REPORT OF THE OUTLET sry. 
DAY-SCHOOL. 


“A coloured woman who has at. 
tended the school since its commence. 
ment in 1825, and who first learned 
her letters in a Sabbath-school in this 
place several years ago, was brought 
in the summer of 1826 from a false 
hope, to view herself as a lost sinner, 
Shortly after she gave good evidence 
of having met with a change, and in 
the summer of 1827, she made a pub. 
lic profession of religion. It is with 
painful feelings I report the death of 
an interesting girl who attended the 
school 1825-6; she sometimes filled 
the place of absent teachers. She 
removed from this place in 1826 or ’27, 
and died in March 1828. 

We have adopted as a general rule, 
to give to every scholar that is ad. 
mitted into the Testament class, a Ney 
Testament, not as a reward, but as a 
precious gift, which he is learnt to 
prize as the gift of God. We also 
give to all the scholars, whether they 
can read or not, tracts, according as 
we have means of obtaining them. 
In this way, besides the main object of 
Sunday-schools, we promote the inter- 
ests both of the Bible and tract socie- 
ties, furnishing every child that con- 
tinues in the school till it can read, 
with a New Testament, some of whose 
parents cannot read, and scattering 4 
great variety of tracts, some of which 
are undoubtedly read by persons who 
never visit the sanctuary. 

Joun W. WELLS. 


GREENVILLE, N. Y. 
Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman to the 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Sunday-schools are doing the work 
which Bible societies and others are 
affording the means of doing. When 
reading the cheering accounts of the 
blessed effects of Sabbath-schools in 
society, and their invaluable benefits 
to the souls of the children, I often 
long to break the chain that binds me 


| to a single congregation, that 1 may 


spend and be spent for the good o! 
the rising generation. I do not repine 
at my lot; the Lord knows what 's 
best, and it is ours to submit, even 
though we be “bound and carried 
whither we would not.” 
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LEWISBURG, VA., SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


The Lewisburg Sunday-School has | 


been in operation nearly twelve years, 
and it is a remarkable fact, that during 
that time only a single death has oc- 
curred among the members of the 
school. A boy, though opposed by 
his playfellows and acquaintances, 
joined the school; was seriously im- 

ressed, it is believed, by means of 
the instruction there received; became 


decidedly pious, and had commenced | 


a course of education with a view to 
the gospel ministry, but was arrested 
by the hand of death. He died 


happy: 





BAPTIST 8. S., SALEM, N. J. 


The school continues throughout 
the year; has pastoral visits monthly. 
The catechism and Bible classes have 
done well. In January last we intro- 
duced our library, consisting of 40 
volumes. Emulation has been excited, 
and a taste for reading elicited,— 
teachers and parents, as well as chil- 
dren, seem benefited by it. On the 
7th October last, one of our little girls, 
very near seven years of age, was 
committed to the tomb, surrounded by 
the weeping school. It was pleasing 
to witness her love of her books and 
her Sabbath-school; her patience; her 
expressions, —‘‘I am going to die, but 
Iam not afraid to die; Iam going to 
heaven, and cannot come to you, but 
you can come to me,” &c. &c.—We 
trust the lovely lamb is in the arms of 
the Chief Shepherd. With the cur- 
rent year, our Sabbath-school concert 
of prayer commenced. 

Josxern Surpparp, Sec. 





EVANSBURG, PA., SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


The Sabbath-school in our village 
has been in a more prosperous state 
during the past year, than we have 
known it since its commencement. 
The names of more than one hundred 
children are on the roll; the general 
attendance averages from sixty-five to 
seventy. An increasing interest has 
been manifested by the Testament 
classes, since the adoption of the select 
Scripture lessons, and their improve- 
ment is evidenced, by the answers to 
Judson’s excellent Scripture questions 
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being given with much greater facility 
and correctness than formerly, as they 
become more in the habit of studying 
with a view to discover the doctrines 
and duties inculcated in what they 
learn; practical questions in writing 
are also occasionally given, to which 
proofs from Scripture are required in 
answer. A library of one hundred 
volumes has during the past year been 
established; this, under the divine 
blessing, we have reason to believe 
will prove an incalculable benefit, not 
only to the children, but to their pa- 
rents and families; the books, which 
are all of a religious character, are 
read with avidity, and as neglect of 
lessons and incorrect deportment for- 
feit the privilege of taking out books, 
we found it in several instances the 
only successful stimulus to the indo- 
lent. 

With the increasing number of 
scholars, we must continue to regret 
the deficiency of qualified teachers; 
on this account, we have not felt it a 
duty to urge the attendance of many 
children who are still destitute of in- 
struction on the Sabbath. A school 
for boys is much wanted, and Bible 
classes could, we have no doubt, be 
formed without difficulty, and we be- 
lieve would be exceedingly useful in 
arresting the attention of many, who 
considering themselves too old to at- 
tend the Sunday-school, leave it just 
at the age when instruction is most 
necessary for them, and when pre- 
pared by previous attention, they are 
most capable of studying the Scrip- 
tures with advantage; could classes of 
this kind be formed, scholars would be 
prepared to become teachers, other 
schools might be formed by those who 
have themselves experienced the ad- 
vantage of Sunday-school and Bible 
class instruction, and the salutary in- 
fluence of religious knowledge be ex- 
tended for miles around, where the 
children now only know the Sabbath 
as a day on which a greater degree of 
liberty is granted them, to pursue 
their amusements. 

M. A. Henry, See. 





FAYETTE COUNTY, KEN., 5. 5. UNION. 


In the Sabbath-school of the Ist 
Baptist Church, there are one hun- 
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dred scholars, and fourteen teachers. 
Within the last year, three teachers 


and two scholars have made a public | 
profession of their faith in Christ. In | 
the school attached to the Ist Pres- | 
byterian Church, there are one hun- |) 


dred and eighty scholars, and twenty- 


five teachers; within the past year, | 
thirteen teachers and nineteen scholars | 
have come out from the world, and | 


joined themselves to the people of 
God. Three — men who are 
now preparing for the gospel ministry, 


were for several years scholars in this | 
school, and two of them received their | 


first religious impressions while acting 


as teachers. Four teachers and seven | 


scholars have during the last year 
made a public profession of religion. 
In conclusion, we would ask, shall 
the objects proposed by this society 
be effected or abandoned’ Shall we 
leave thousands of little immortals, 
who are looking up to us for the 
means of spiritual instruction, to all 
the helplessness of ignorance, the de- 
structive influence of idle Sabbaths, of 
bad example, and vitiated habits?’ or 
shall we not collect them within the 
consecrated walls of a Sabbath-school; 
teach them the true dignity of their 
nature; train them up for God and for 
heaven; implant in their young hearts 
those high and holy principles, which 
in after life may make them at once 
the ornaments of our church and our 
country? Do Christians hesitate’— 
“the cattle upon a thousand hills are 
the Lord’s, and to him belong the 
treasures of the whole earth.” 





Our pastor is a member of the so- 
ciety, and is much interested in the 
promotion of Sabbath-schools, but 
from the ill state of his health he has 
not visited us as frequently as we 
could wish. It has been customary 
since the commencement of our school, 
to close it during the inclement sea- 
son, but from the mildness of the past 
winter, we have continued it, and 
found it of very great advantage to 
the scholars. 

For the encouragement of those 
who cannot find time to study the sa- 
cred Scriptures, we will relate the 














following conversation as it passed be. 
tween two of our coloured boys. 

J. “You have not been to schoo] 
these three Sundays; what kept you 
away ?’’ 

G. “No, I had not time to study my 
lessons?” at 

J. “You could easily have found 
time if you wished to; you have more 
than I have. I to town every 
morning before daylight, and don’t get 
back till late at night: but I take my 
Testament in my pocket, and while 
the horses are walking quietly along, 
I take out my book and study my les. 
son; soI think you could find as much 
time if you wanted to, and come every 
Sunday?” 

This conversation was overheard by 
a teacher, and we have since heard 
that J. is doing much good among his 
own colour. 

Our school was visited the last Sab- 


_ bath in April, by a young man of co- 
_lour, (who was formerly a scholar in 


this school, and is now a professing 
member of the 2d_ Presbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia,) who in the 
absence of the director opened and 
closed the school with prayer, and 


| blessed God for the institution of Sab- 
| bath-schools. 


If we have been the 
humble instruments in leading one 
soul from the error of his ways, our 


| labour has not been in vain. 


Susan R. Suormaxer, Sec. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., SECOND PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH 58. 5S. 


Our library has now been in opera- 
tion more than a year; it has been 
considerably enlarged, and is found to 
be useful in a high degree both to 
teachers and scholars. The only re- 
ward known in our school is the weekly 
loan of a book from the library. The 
eagerness of our scholars to obtain this 
privilege, and the high value which 
they attach to it, have entirely super- 
seded the necessity of other rewards. 

One of our teachers, who became 
hopefully pious while in the school, 
has left us within the year, and is now 
preparing for the ministry. 

As illustrative of the moral influence 
of Sabbath-schools, to which particu- 
lar reference is had in the 32d ques- 
tion of your circular, we beg leave to 
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state the following facts which occur- | 


red within the past year. 


A little boy belonging to the school, | 


passing by the enclosure of a gentle- 
man, in company with an older girl, 
not a Sunday scholar, who assumed 
some authority over him, was directed 
by the girl to take up a loose board 
lying near the stable, and to carry it 
home for fuel. “No,” said the little 
boy, “I can’t; it belongs to Mr. B.” 
‘No matter,” replied the little girl, 
“take it up and bring it along.” “O 
no,” returned the little boy, ‘* O no, I 
can’t, —I go to Sunday-school!” 

In the other instance, a little girl not 
more than seven or eight years old, 
attached to the school, observing the 
light and trifling behaviour of a young 
woman well known to her, and who 
had, not long before, exhibited deep 
anxiety on the subject of religion, 
asked her, with great seriousness and 
solemnity, if she was not ‘‘ afraid to 
act so”? reminded her of her former 
impressions, and urged her to return 
to the prayer meetings which she had 
abandoned. 

Three of our scholars have died 
since our last report. One of them, a 


age, exhibited on her death bed, de- 
cided and consoling evidence of a 
change of heart. James Hanvy. 


In addition to the foregoing, a num- 
ber of pleasing anecdotes might be 
mentioned if time would permit; I 
will however notice one. Some months 
ago, the president of the school gave 
notice to the children, that any one of 
them who would bring to the school 
six other children as scholars, who 
had never been attached to a Sunday- 
school, that he or she should be pre- 
sented with a little book. On the 
next Sabbath morning an interesting 
little girl, who had long been a scho- 
lar, came moving up to the seat of the 
president with six other little girls in 
her train, and demanded the promised 
book. On examination, it was found 
that these little girls had been gathered 
by her from the highways during the 
past week, and had never enjoyed the 
advantages of a Sabbath-school. It is 
hardly necessary to say that the scho- 
lars were received and classed, and 
the little girl rewarded. J. H. 
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| thing from you. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


By the politeness of Mr. Wittram 
A. Hatiock, Corresponding Secretary 
of the American Tract Society, we 
have been favoured with a copy of the 
following letter from Mr. W. Torrey, 
who resides at Buenos Ayres, and we 
give it a place, to the exclusion of 
other articles prepared for this num- 
ber. Should a few benevolent indi- 
viduals furnish the American Sunday- 
School Union with funds, for the 
express object of printing some of 
their small books in the Spanish lan- 
guage, a most important service might 
be rendered to the cause of Christ in 
South America.—Who will set the 
example? 


Buenos Ayres, May 10, 1828. 


Near a year has passed since I have 


| been hoping, by every packet, to hear 


from you. I wrote to you in 


_ and June ’27, and again in March last, 
little girl from ten to twelve years of | 


and am now indulging the hope that 


| the package from New York, which 
_ has been two months at Montevideo on 


board the Macedonian, contains some- 
I am writing by this 
packet to the London Sunday-School 
Union, from whom we have been 
kindly supplied with some books and 
lessons which we greatly needed, re- 


| questing them to use their influence 


in furnishing a lot of childrens’ books, 
in Spanish, to supply this country, in 
which the demand is already consider- 
able, and cannot fail soon to become 
extensive. The same subject I named 
to you nearly a year ago, and every 
month has increased my convictions of 
its importance. The elements of edu- 
cation are diffusing to some extent in 
this city, and gradually in the villages 
of the country; and there is, not a 
scarcity, but an ahsolute destitution of 
that fund of amusement and instruc- 
tion to which children in the United 
States and England have access. A 
few primers and catechisms, which, 
besides the rudiments of spelling, con- 
tain little but the grossest absurdities 
of Popery. The Popish edition of 


Be TS sah ip eddie 


2 3 
* ory 
‘4 os 
eo Ors “ 
ba Lo agi 
* 
= 
. ” 
to hy 
ie ‘ 
s ¢ 
2 
See 3 
gi 2 
es 
t 
a 
ZS +f 
a 
- 
ig 
Ny 
Bg des 
i 
: 4 * 
i te 
‘ 
id f% 
23 32 
i 
Ks } f 
ns 
"> 


he 


Pg nn 








288 


South America. 


September. 








the ten commandments, with the se- 
cond left out, and the ninth made into 
two to conceal the deception; the 
seven sacraments; and seven mortal 
sins, &c. &c ,—these, my dear sir, are 
all the books which, in a vast multi- 
tude of cases, the children see. Those 
who are taught in the government 
school, read the Scripture Lessons of 
Lancaster, but have no books at all. 
For the youth like our Bible classes, 
there are “ Looks of devotion,” in which 
whatever of Popery is not in words, is 
supplied by pictures, with which the 
books are filled.—There is purgatory, 
with the angels coming down from 
heaven, and holding up by the hair, 
out of the flames, the souls of those 
for whom the priest is saying mass; 
while the anguish depicted in the 
countenances of the poor wretches for 
whom no mass is saying, and on whom 
the exasperated devils are exerting all 
their fury, is sufficient to wring a dol- 
lar even from the hard-hearted miser, 
to purchase a temporary relief to the 
departed spirit of his father or wife. 

I neither forget nor undervalue the 
copies of Scripture and the works of 
the London Translation Society, which 
have been put in circulation here. 
This Society has circulated to some 
extent here, in Spanish, Paley’s Evi- 
dences, Bogue’s Essays, Doddridge’s 
Rise and Progress, Wilberforce’s View, 
2 vols. of Milnor’s Church History, and 
some smaller books. But I repeat, 
these are not children’s books; they 
leave this particular department as 
destitute as it was before: and it should 
not for a moment be forgotten, that, of 
the Spanish readers here, nine-tenths 
are children. I formerly stated to you 
that the tracts which we have in 
Spanish are not adapted to children— 
indeed, wih the exception of “James 
Covey” and ‘Little Henry,” some 
few copies of each of which have been 
put into my hands, I have not seen a 
Spanish tract at all calculated for this 
particular object. 

Now I need not say to you, brother 
Hallock, or to the committee, that 
this state of things cannot long remain. 
These opening minds will have food; 
food of a more interesting, if not a 
more profitable kind, than mutilated 
commandments, ave-Marias, invoca- 
tions of saints, and pictures of purga- 














tory. Ihave no fear but that eventually 
they will receive this food from the 
same benevolent sources which are 
diffusing through so many thousand 
channels in Europe and the United 
States, moral and intellectual aliment 


| to the minds of children and youth; 


but I do fear—very much fear,—that 
before the conductors of these instity.- 
tions of moral life, are fully alive to 
the importance of this field, and of 
occupying it immediately, we shall 
have poured in upon the children 
such a flood of French bigotry and in- 
fidelity as came in upon their fathers, 
before the labours of the Translation 
Society were commenced, and which 
is now multiplying the difficulties in 
the way of that society an hundred 
fold. You know a little what it costs 
to substitute sense for nonsense in 
the hands of children, and can very 
clearly perceive what would be the 
consequence of such an event as | 
have supposed,—an event which | 
most earnestly pray may never occur 
in this country, yet one, the occur- 
rence of which, in all human proba- 
bility, can be avoided only by the 
speedy interposition of our tract and 
Sunday-school societies. 

I enclose four Spanish tracts, which 
I have used as frontispieces to the vo- 
lumes I have had bound. No. 98 1s 
most popular, but they are pleased 
with any thing that has a picture; | 
sent to the binders the other day all I 
had like them, and I must now wait tll 
I can get more: they are all very care- 
lessly printed, and need correction. 

I have been looking over my letter, 
and fear you will think it not very 
coolly written; I cannot find, how- 
ever, a single thing to unsay. I much 
more fear that it will produce an 1n- 
adequate than exaggerated view of 
the subject. I have mentioned to Mr. 
Brigham, that the translation of the 
Young Cottager was nearly com- 
pleted. I must beg of you to commu- 
nicate the substance of this letter to 
the Sunday-School Union, I not having 
time to address that institution. With 
my kindest regards to my friends in 
New York, especially brother Peters 
and Deacon Cunnigham’s family, I re- 
main, very sincerely and affectionately, 
yours, 

W. Torrer. 





